
Correspondence



Link to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) -
Communications

https://www.amo.on.ca/YourAssociation/MemberCommunication
https://www.amo.on.ca/YourAssociation/MemberCommunication


Link to the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC)
InTouch Newsletters

https://mpac.ca/en/OurServices/SupportMunicipalities/InTouchNewsletter
https://mpac.ca/en/OurServices/SupportMunicipalities/InTouchNewsletter


Link to the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit (NBPSDHU) -
Communications

https://www.myhealthunit.ca/Modules/News/en?_mid_=8478
https://www.myhealthunit.ca/Modules/News/en?_mid_=8478


Link to the Ontario Good Roads Association (OGRA) - Communications

https://goodroads.ca/news/


Link to the Ontario Heritage Trust - Communications

https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/pages/publications/heritage-matters-more-newsletter


Link to the Labour Market Group – Communications

https://www.thelabourmarketgroup.ca/labour-focus-reports/


Link to the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) -
Communications

https://foca.on.ca/news/
https://foca.on.ca/news/


Link to the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)

https://fcm.ca/en/news-media/news-release
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The Gorporation of the Municipalityof St. Charles
RESOLUTION PAGE

Regular Meeting of Gouncil

{genda Number:

Resolution Number

Title:

Date:

5.4.1.

2026-022

Resolution of Support - Moosonee - Strengthening Self-Defence
Protections and Addressing Rising Home lnvasions in Ontario

February 18,2026

Moved by:

Seconded by:

Councillor Pothier

Councillor Lachance

BE lT RESOLVED THAT Council for the Corporation of the Municipality of St.-Gharles hereby supporb
Resolution Number 2026-00g passed on January 6,2026 by the Gorporation of the Town of Moosonee
regarding strengthening selfdefence protections and addressing rising home invasions in Ontario;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Prime Minister of
Canada, the Minister of Justice and Aftomey General of Ganada, the Premier of Ontario, the Attomey
General of Ontario, the Solicitor General of Ontario, our local Member of Parliament (MP), our local
Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP), and all Ontario Municipalities.

CARRIED

OR
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The Corporation of the Municipality of St. Gharles. 
RESOLUTION PAGE

Regular Meeting of Gouncil

Agenda Numben

Resolution Number

Title:

Date:

5.4.2.

2026-022

Resolution of Support - Hornepayne - Small Northern New Residential
Property Tax Class

February 18,2026

Moved by:

Seconded by:

Councillor Pothier

Councillor Lachance

\/I/|IEREAS there is a visible disparity between the northem and southem population of Ontario;

AND V\ftIEREAS northem Ontario has an abundance of opportunity in the form of municipally serviced

building lots for both lndustry and population growtft;

AND WHEREAS high residential property taxes in northern Ontario discourage and prohibit the
cons0uction of new residential single family dwellings;

AND WHEREAS the addition of a Small Northem New Residential property tax class and subclass
would create an incentive for the building of new homes in small northem Ontario communities;

BE lT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Gouncil for the Corporation of the Municipality of St-Charles

does hereby request that the Honorable Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy, the Minister of Finance, amends

the Assessment Ac,t to include a Small Norttrem New Residential property tiax class and subclass'

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be fonilarded to the Honourable Doug Ford

Premier of Ontario; your Municipalities MPP; the Honourable Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of
Finance; the Honodrable Minister George Pirie, Minister of Northern Economic Development and

Growffr; the Honourable Minister Rob Flack, Ministry of MunicipalAffairs and Housing; AITIO; FONOM;

NOMA NEOMA NESMG; ANd ROMA

CARRIED

MAY



Corporation of the County of Perth    1 Huron Street, Stratford, Ontario, Canada N5A 5S4 
t. 519-271-0531    f. 519-271-6265     www.perthcounty.ca

Department of Corporate Services 
Clerk Division  

VIA E-MAIL (scarter@northperth.ca) 
February 24, 2026 

Municipality of North Perth 
330 Wallace Avenue North 
Listowel, ON   N4W 1L3 

Dear Municipality of North Perth, 

RE: Removal of HST and GST From New Homes 

Please be advised that at the February 5, 2026 Regular Meeting of Perth County Council, Council 
members supported the Municipality of North Perth’s position regarding the removal of HST/GST 
from new home purchases. 

“THAT Council sends a letter of support to the Municipality of North Perth, Prime Minister of 
Canada, Minister of Finance, Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities, the Premier 
of Ontario, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, MP John Nater, MPP Matthew Rae, AMO, and all municipalities in Ontario regarding 
the removal of HST and GST from new homes”. 

Perth County Council believes that housing affordability must continue to be supported across the 
Province of Ontario through diverse measures. The removal of HST/GST from the sale of new homes 
(primary residence purchases only) is one way that the Province could support housing affordability 
across all municipalities. Housing supply and affordability is tied to a number of areas that help 
municipalities to thrive including economic development, tourism, social services, and more. 

Should you require any additional information or wish other consideration by Council in this matter, 
kindly advise. 

Sincerely, 

Dean Trentowsky, Warden 

cc: The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada 
The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Finance 

mailto:scarter@northperth.ca


 

Corporation of the County of Perth    1 Huron Street, Stratford, Ontario, Canada N5A 5S4 
t. 519-271-0531    f. 519-271-6265     www.perthcounty.ca  
 

The Honourable Gregor Robertson, Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities Canada 
MP John Nater, Perth-Wellington 
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Ontario Minister of Finance 
The Honourable Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
MPP Matthew Rae, Perth-Wellington 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All Municipalities in Ontario 









https://gbpainting.ca/














https://www.iion.ca/sdpp






https://www.psforestschool.com/
https://www.psforestschool.com/
https://www.psforestschool.com/
https://www.psforestschool.com/
https://www.psforestschool.com/
https://www.psforestschool.com/
https://www.psforestschool.com/
https://www.psforestschool.com/
https://www.psforestschool.com/


https://psachamber.ca/




https://psareachamberofcommerce.aflip.in/March2026DigitalNewsletter.html
https://psareachamberofcommerce.aflip.in/March2026DigitalNewsletter.html


https://psachamber.ca/events/#!event/2026/3/25/business-after-hours-at-the-festival-of-the-sound-office
https://psachamber.ca/events/#!event/2026/3/25/business-after-hours-at-the-festival-of-the-sound-office


https://psachamber.ca/events/#!event/2026/3/26/ymca-job-fair-march-26th-at-the-bocc
https://psachamber.ca/events/#!event/2026/3/26/ymca-job-fair-march-26th-at-the-bocc


https://psachamber.ca/events/#!event/2026/4/9/business-over-breakfast-at-trappers
https://psachamber.ca/events/#!event/2026/4/9/business-over-breakfast-at-trappers


https://psachamber.ca/events/#!event/2026/4/14/a-i-lunch-and-learn










https://www.northerntouchsoftwash.com/










https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0ztN4kJDUU


https://pbtotalwealth.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawP8UzJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFNRFFBOVBraUNkOGdzYmVzc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnw9ZkUGy2tP_BMSsuOgbBKUZ7XSJ_jZkIsaKGSUqejXlMKsPG5XutWPbxnW_aem_sHVtR-G1FqXgtQLmJWavXw
https://psachamber.ca/








https://www.treegrove.ca/




https://offers.hrcovered.com/optin-552938211704993477310
https://offers.hrcovered.com/optin1702653319818#hrcovered.com
https://calendly.com/d/cncj-s5z-qyn


https://psachamber.ca/












https://psachamber.ca/






https://psachamber.ca/
https://greatnorthbuildingsupplies.ca/freegaragedesign/
https://greatnorthbuildingsupplies.ca/
https://psachamber.ca/


THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND 
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL 

DIVISION LIST 

Councillor G. ASHFORD 
Councillor J. BELESKEY 
Councillor P. BORNEMAN 
Councillor B. KEITH 
Councillor D. McCANN 
Councillor C. McDONALD 

NO. 2026- 015 

YES NO DATE: February 17, 2026 

MOVED BY: 

cJJ11t cJ� 

Mayor J.
7

VEY 

CARRIED: DEFEATED: ____ Postponed to:---------

Whereas, improved financial stability allows municipal residents to participate, contribute, 

and invest in their local economies and communities; and 

Whereas, poverty puts additional pressure on municipalities, who are responsible for 

delivering necessary public and social services to support residents who are struggling 

with the consequences of inadequate income; and 

Whereas, poverty, homelessness and food insecurity have detrimental impacts on 

physical and mental health; and 

Whereas, income is an important social determinant of health that greatly impacts a 

household's ability to pay for the basic costs of living, including housing and food; and 

Whereas, the 2025 North Bay Parry Sound food affordability results show that 

households reliant on social assistance do not have enough money for the costs of living; 

and 

Therefore Be It Resolved, That the Council of the Town of Parry Sound support efforts to 

raise awareness about, and work to reduce poverty, homelessness and food insecurity; 

and 

Furthermore Be It Resolved, That the Council of the Town of Parry Sound endorse the 

recommendations from the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit and call on the 

Province of Ontario to increase Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Program 

rates to reflect the costs of living, and index Ontario Works rates to inflation going 

forward; and 

... 2 



Furthermore Be It Resolved, That the CounCiI of the Town of Parry Sound provide
correspondence of these resolutions to the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit,

neighbouring municipalities, Victor Fedeli, MPP (Nipissing), Graydon Smith, MPP (Parry
Sound-Muskoka), John Vanthof, MPP (Timiskaming-Cochrane), the Honourable Doug

Ford (Premier), the Honourable Michael Parsa (Minister of Children, Community and

Social Services), the Honourable Sylvia Jones (Minister of Health), Pauline Rochefort,

MP (Nipissing-Timiskaming), ScottAitchison, MP (Parry Sound-Muskoka), District of

Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board (DSSAB), District of Nipissing Social

Services Administration Board (DNSSAB), Association of Municipalities of Ontario

(AMO), Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM), and the Council of

Ontario Medical Officers of Health (COMOH).
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The Corporation of the Municipality of St. Charles
RESOLUTION PAGE

Regular Meeting of Gouncil

5.4.3.

2026-022

Resolution of Support - Northumberland - Ontario Community
lnfrastructure Fund (OCl F)

February 18,2026

Moved by:

Seconded by:

Councillor Pothier

Councillor Lachance

BE lT RESOLVED THAT Gouncil for the Gorporation of the Municipality of St.-Charles hereby supports
Resolution Number 2026-01-21-052 passed on January 5,2026 by the Gorporation of the County of
Northumberland regarding the Ontario Community lnfiastructure Fund (OCIF);

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Minister of
lnfiastructure, the Minister of MunicipalAffairs and Housing, the Minister of Finance, the Minister of
Labour, lmmigration, Training and Skills Development, our local Member of Provincial Parliament
(MPP), the AJsociation of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); the Ontario Small Urban Municipalities
(OSUM), the Federation of Ganadian MunicipaliUes, and allOntrario Municipalities.

CARRIED

o



The Corporation of the 

County of Northumberland 

555 Courthouse Road 

Cobourg, ON, K9A 5J6 

Northumberland County 

Council Resolution 

 

Northumberland County Council Resolution 

SENT VIA EMAIL January 28, 2026 
 

Honourable Kinga Surma (Minister of Infrastructure),  
Honourable Rob Flack (Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing),  
Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy (Minister of Finance),  
Honourable David Piccini (Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development 
and MPP for Northumberland-Peterborough South),  
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO),  
Ontario Small Urban Municipalities (OSUM),  
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM),  
All Ontario Municipalities 
 
Re: Correspondence, 'Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF)'

 
 

At a meeting held on January 21st, 2026 Northumberland County Council approved Council 
Resolution # 2026-01-21-052, adopting the recommendation below from the January 5, 
2026 Public Works Committee meeting: 
 
Moved by: Deputy Warden Mandy Martin 
Seconded by: Councillor John Logel 

"That the Public Works Committee having considered correspondence from the Township 
of Edwardsburgh Cardinal, the Municipality of South Huron and the Township of Puslinch 
recommend that County Council support the correspondence and direct staff to send a copy 
of this resolution to the Honourable Kinga Surma (Minister of Infrastructure), the Honourable 
Rob Flack (Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing), the Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy 
(Minister of Finance), Honourable David Piccini (Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training 
and Skills Development and MPP for Northumberland-Peterborough South), the Association 
of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Ontario Small Urban Municipalities (OSUM), Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and all Ontario Municipalities." 
 

Council Resolution # 2026-01-21-052 Carried 
 

 
 

 

 

 



The Corporation of the 

County of Northumberland 

555 Courthouse Road 

Cobourg, ON, K9A 5J6  
 

 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned at bennettt@northumberland.ca or by telephone at 905-372-3329 ext. 2238. 

Sincerely, 
Tonia Bennett 

 

 

 
Manager of Legislative Services / Clerk 
Northumberland County 

mailto:bennettt@northumberland.ca










 

 

 

VIA EMAIL  

 

Tuesday, October 14, 2025  

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario  
The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure 
The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
The Honourable Francois-Phillipe Champagne, Minister of Finance 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Ontario Small Urban Municipalities (OSUM) 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
The United Counites of Leeds and Grenville  
All Upper- and Lower-Tier Municipalities in Ontario  

 

 

Please be advised that at its Regular Council meeting held on Monday, September 29, 2025, 
the Council of the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal unanimously adopted the following 
resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION: Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF)   

 

WHEREAS the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal acknowledges that municipal 
infrastructure—roads, bridges, water and wastewater systems—underpins public safety, 
economic vitality and quality of life in Ontario’s rural and small urban communities; 
  
WHEREAS the Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) was created in 2015 to assist 
small and rural municipalities facing infrastructure deficits that exceed their local revenue 
capacities; 
  



 

 

WHEREAS in 2022 the Government of Ontario committed to increase the annual OCIF 
envelope from $100 million to $400 million over a five-year term, with that commitment 
scheduled to expire at the end of fiscal 2026; 
  
WHEREAS fixed funding levels amid rising labour, materials and climate resilience costs 
have eroded the purchasing power of the $400 million envelope, jeopardizing municipalities’ 
ability to deliver and sustain essential services without incurring unsustainable debt; 
  
WHEREAS predictable, multi-year funding indexed to real-world cost drivers is critical for 
municipalities to develop, finance and execute long-term asset management plans, reduce 
emergency repairs and leverage complementary federal and private infrastructure financing; 
  
WHEREAS the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal requires a steadfast provincial partner to 
extend and enhance OCIF beyond 2026, ensuring infrastructure resilience, fiscal 
sustainability and equitable access for all small and rural municipalities; 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT 
 

1. The Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal calls upon the Government of Ontario to 
extend the annual OCIF envelope at not less than $400 million beyond its current five-
year term ending in 2026, with no reductions in subsequent provincial budgets. 
 

2. The Province be requested to index the total annual OCIF envelope—and each 
individual municipal allocation—to the Ontario Consumer Price Index (CPI), calculated 
on a calendar-year basis and disbursed in the first quarter of each fiscal year. 

 
3. The Ministry of Infrastructure establish a new five-year OCIF funding framework that 

guarantees annual envelopes and allocation percentages by municipality, enabling 
long-term capital planning and stable cash-flow management. 

 
4. The Province undertake a formal review of the OCIF allocation formula at least once 

every four years, incorporating current municipal asset management data, 
demographic projections, climate resilience metrics and rural equity considerations. 

 
5. A dedicated contingency reserve equal to 5 percent of the annual OCIF envelope be 

created within the fund to address extraordinary cost escalations, emergency repairs 
or project overruns without reallocating core funding. 



 

 

6. The Ministry of Infrastructure publish an annual OCIF performance report—including 
program disbursements, allocation adjustments and reserve expenditures—in a 
transparent, publicly accessible online dashboard. 
 

7. The Clerk of the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal forward this resolution to:  
 

o The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
o The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure 
o The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
o The Honourable Francois-Phillipe Champagne, Minister of Finance  
o Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
o Ontario Small Urban Municipalities (OSUM) 
o Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
o The United Counties of Leeds and Grenville  
o All upper- and lower-tier municipalities in Ontario 

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at the email address below. 

  

Sincerely,  

 

Natalie Charette 
Interim Clerk 
clerk@twpec.ca 

 

  

 

 

mailto:clerk@twpec.ca


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
 
October 23, 2025  
 
Via email: doug.fordco@pc.ola.org  
 
Premier’s Office 
Room 281 
Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park  
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5 
 
Dear Hon. Doug Ford,   
 
Re: Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund  
 
Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at 
their October 20, 2025, Regular Council Meeting: 
 
418-2025 
Moved By: Aaron Neeb 
Seconded by: Jim Dietrich 
 
That South Huron Council supports the Township of Edwardsburgh 
Cardinal September 29, 2025, Resolution regarding Ontario Community 
Infrastructure Fund (OCIF); and 
 
That this supporting resolution and originating correspondence be 
circulated to the Premier, Minister of Infrastructure, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing, Minister of Finance, MPP Thompson, AMO, OSUM, 
FCM, all Ontario municipalities.  
 
Result: Carried 
 
Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator 
Municipality of South Huron 
kwebster@southhuron.ca 
519-235-0310 x. 232 

mailto:doug.fordco@pc.ola.org
mailto:awolfe@southhuron.ca


 
Encl. 
cc:  Minister of Infrastructure Hon. Kinga Surma, kinga.surma@pc.ola.org;  

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Hon. Rob Flack, 
rob.flack@pc.ola.org; Minister of Finance, Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, 
peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org; MPP Lisa Thompson, 
lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org; AMO, resolutions@amo.on.ca; OSUM, 
osum@osum.ca; FCM, resolutions@fcm.ca;  and all Ontario Municipalities  

 

mailto:kinga.surma@pc.ola.org
mailto:rob.flack@pc.ola.org
mailto:peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org
mailto:lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org
mailto:resolutions@amo.on.ca
mailto:osum@osum.ca
mailto:resolutions@fcm.ca


Township of Puslinch
7404 Wellington Road 34

Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0
www.puslinch.ca

November 28, 2025

RE: 6.17 Municipality of South Huron Council Resolution regarding Ontario Community
Infrastructure Fund & 6.18 Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal Council Resolution regarding
Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund

Please be advised that Township of Puslinch Council, at its meeting held on November 19, 2025
considered the aforementioned topic and subsequent to discussion, the following was resolved:

Resolution No. 2025-382: Moved by Councillor Hurst and
Seconded by Councillor Bailey

That the Consent Agenda item 6.17, 6.18 Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal Council
Resolution regarding Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund be received for
information; and

That the Township of Puslinch Council supports the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal
September 29, 2025 Resolution and the Municipality of South Huron Resolution of
October 20, 2025 regarding Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF); and

That this supporting resolution and originating correspondence be circulated to the
Premier, Leader of the Official Opposition, Minister of Infrastructure, Minister of

Hon. Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
VIA EMAIL:
premier@ontario.ca

Marit Stiles, MPP
Leader of the Official
Opposition
VIA EMAIL:
mstiles-qp@ndp.on.ca

Hon. Kinga Surma
Minister of Infrastructure
VIA EMAIL:
kinga.surma@pc.ola.org

Hon. Rob Flack
Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing
VIA EMAIL:
rob.flack@pc.ola.org

http://www.puslinch.ca/
mailto:premier@ontario.ca
mailto:mstiles-qp@ndp.on.ca
mailto:kinga.surma@pc.ola.org
mailto:rob.flack@pc.ola.org


Municipal Affairs and Housing, Minister of Finance, MPP Racinsky, ROMA, AMO, FCM, all
Ontario municipalities.

CARRIED

As per the above resolution, please accept a copy of this correspondence for your information
and consideration.

Sincerely,

Justine Brotherston
Municipal Clerk

CC: Minister of Finance, MPP Racinsky, ROMA, AMO, FCM, all Ontario municipalities.



 

 

 
 

 

 
YES: 6

 
NO: 0

 
ABSENT: 1

The Town of The Blue Mountains
Council Meeting

Title: Edwardsburgh/Cardinal Resolution

Date: Monday, March 9, 2026

Time: 3:47 PM

Moved by: Councillor Ardiel

Seconded by: Councillor Porter

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives for information and supports the September 29, 2025
Resolution from the Township of Edwardsburgh/Cardinal regarding Support Ontario Community Infrastructure
Fund;

AND THAT Council direct staff to circulate the attached resolution of support to the Honourable Doug Ford,
Premier of Ontario, The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure, the Honourable Rob Flack, Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Honourable Francois-Phillippe Champagne, Minister of Finance, MPP Paul
Vickers, MPP Brian Saunderson, Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Ontario Small Urban Municipalities,
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, and all Ontario Municipalities 

 

 

YES: 6 NO: 0 ABSENT: 1

The motion is Carried

Deputy Mayor Bordignon
Councillor McKinlay

Councillor Ardiel
Councillor Porter

Councillor Hope Councillor Maxwell

Mayor Matrosovs







  
   

 
  

   

   
   

           

                

      

               

          

               
                  

 

              

            

      

             

            

      

               

             

     

                       

                
    

              

            

        

              

           

 

                 

         

    





MARKETING
EFFORTS

AMO
CONFERENCE

PROVINCIAL
AGGREGATE

POLICY
FRAMEWORK

COMMITTEE
VACANCY

NEW
MEMBERS

THE
AGGREGATE
RESOURCES

ACT

Introducing TAPMO’s Next Phase of 
Engagement
As TAPMO enters 2026, the organization is
launching a new phase focused on strengthening
member engagement, improving information-
sharing, and better supporting municipalities in
navigating aggregate-related issues.

TAPMO is pleased to be working with Alyssa
Gosse to lead its communications and marketing
efforts. As a freelance communications and
strategy professional, Alyssa has developed a
forward-looking approach focused on improving
the clarity and consistency of TAPMO
communications, strengthening advocacy through
timely policy updates and issue briefings, and
developing practical tools, templates, and
guidance materials to support municipal decision-
making.

Advocating for Stronger Oversight at the
AMO Conference
At the 2025 AMO Conference in Ottawa, members of the TAPMO Executive
Committee met with Dawn Murphy-Gallagher, Parliamentary Assistant to the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), along with senior Ministry
staff. The delegation, led by Board Chair James Seeley, called for increased
provincial funding for inspections of aggregate sites to ensure strong
environmental and safety standards, as well as the implementation of annual
inspection plans across all operations to improve oversight and consistency.
TAPMO also emphasized the importance of publicly posting non-compliance
offences to improve transparency, promote accountability, and strengthen
public trust, noting that transparency acts as a deterrent to non-compliance and
reinforces Ontario’s commitment to high regulatory standards.

HIGHLIGHTS

NEWS LETTER

This newsletter marks the first step in this strategy and the beginning of a more
regular communications program. Future updates will provide timely insights on
policy and regulatory developments, highlight key issues facing aggregate-
producing municipalities, and share resources designed to support members’
work at the local level.



Following the resignation of
an Executive Committee
Member, TAPMO is seeking
one member from the
Greater
Toronto/Hamilton/Niagara
District to fill a vacancy on
the Executive Committee.

Interested members are
invited to submit an
expression of interest by
4:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 13, 2026 by email
executivedirector@tapmo.ca

Committee
Vacancy

TAPMO Comments on Amendments to the
Provincial Aggregate Policy Framework
TAPMO recently submitted comments to the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry regarding proposed amendments to the provincial aggregate policy
framework.

In its submission, TAPMO focused on three key priorities:

1. Fair, Consistent, and Efficient Approvals
TAPMO called for a proactive and streamlined consultation and approval process that
is fair, consistent, and accessible, while reducing unnecessary delays and maintaining
clear municipal requirements and meaningful community engagement.

2. Cost Recovery for Municipalities
TAPMO emphasized that taxpayers should not subsidize aggregate operations.
Property taxes must reflect the true cost of municipal services, and aggregate levies
must adequately cover infrastructure damage caused by aggregate haulage.

3. Balanced and Sustainable Solutions
TAPMO supported the development of constructive solutions that balance growth in
Ontario’s aggregate sector with municipal and community needs through stronger
collaboration, clearer technical standards, and improved haul route planning.

Members are encouraged to submit similar comments to MNRF at
aggregates@ontario.ca. For a copy of TAPMO’s full submission, please contact
executivedirector@tapmo.ca. 

TAPMO is pleased to welcome the
Township of Ashfield-Colborne-
Wawanosh and the Township of Ramara
as new member municipalities. With their
addition, TAPMO now represents 26
active member municipalities across
Ontario.

New Members
TAPMO Welcomes



Ministry of Natural Resources Interpretation of
Imported Materials under the

Overview
In October 2025, the TAPMO Chair, Mayor James Seeley, met with senior staff from the
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) to seek clarification on how the Aggregate
Resources Act (ARA) is currently being interpreted with respect to the importation,
processing, and blending of aggregate materials from other licensed sites. This
discussion has since been followed by written confirmation from the Ministry outlining its
current position.

Ministry Interpretation
According to the MNR’s written clarification, where a licensed aggregate site’s site plan
explicitly permits the importation of aggregate materials, the licence authorizes the
following:

Aggregate material may be imported from other licensed sites in Ontario.
Imported material does not count toward the site’s annual licensed tonnage limit.
Where site plans also permit processing, including blending, the licensee may
process imported material for the duration of the licence, unless the site plan is
amended or surrendered.
The Ministry is currently reviewing whether imported material that is subsequently
processed or blended should count toward licensed tonnage limits. While the current
interpretation is that it does not, this position remains under internal review.

Under the Ministry’s current interpretation, sites with explicit importation permissions
may import unlimited quantities of aggregate from other licensed sites in Ontario for the
life of the licence. These imported volumes are not subject to annual tonnage caps, nor
are they subject to TOARC fees.

Municipal Considerations
This interpretation raises important concerns from a municipal land use planning and
governance perspective. In practice, a site with importation, processing, and blending
permissions could function as a permanent off-site processing facility without tonnage
restrictions or associated fee obligations, even after on-site extraction activities have
ceased.

Such an outcome may conflict with the intent of aggregate operations as interim land
uses under the Planning Act, where rehabilitation and transition to appropriate end uses
are key expectations. The interpretation also has broader implications for environmental
management, long-term land use planning, infrastructure impacts, and community
compatibility.

Municipalities have a vested interest in ensuring that aggregate operations operate
within the scope originally contemplated by both the Aggregate Resources Act and the
Planning Act, and that regulatory interpretations do not unintentionally extend or
intensify industrial activity without appropriate oversight, consultation, or compensation
mechanisms.

Next Steps
While the Ministry’s clarification provides
valuable insight into its current interpretation of
the ARA, certain elements remain under review.
TAPMO will continue to monitor the Ministry’s
internal evaluation and will share updates as
further clarification becomes available.

Members are encouraged to share experiences
or questions related to ARA interpretation and
site plan permissions, as continued dialogue and
coordination may support greater consistency in
understanding and application across Ontario
municipalities.

To learn more about
TAPMO’s work, visit
www.tapmo.ca or email
executivedirector@tapmo.ca. 

Become a Member

Aggregate Resources Act



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 15.4.
Resolution Number 26-026
Title: Request to Province to maintain local, independent, municipality governed

watershed-based conservation authorities
Date: Friday, February 20, 2026

Moved by: Councillor MacLeod
Seconded by: Councillor Cade Fraser

WHEREAS the Township of The Archipelago has long demonstrated a strong and unwavering
commitment to environmental stewardship, watershed protection, and the preservation of its globally
significant Georgian Bay shoreline, wetlands, forests, and inland waters for present and future
generations; and

WHEREAS Conservation Authorities play a critical role in watershed-based resource management,
natural hazard prevention, and environmental protection through local, independent, and municipally
governed organizations; and

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed changes to Conservation Authority boundaries and
governance, including the creation of an “Eastern Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority,” as
outlined in Environmental Registry Notice 025-1257; and

WHEREAS the Township of The Archipelago has received a number of resolutions from municipalities
expressing concerns with, and not supporting, the proposed changes to Conservation Authority
structures and boundaries;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council of the Corporation of the Township of The
Archipelago formally requests that the Province of Ontario maintain local, independent, municipally
governed, watershed-based Conservation Authorities; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that Council does not support the proposed “Eastern Lake Ontario
Regional Conservation Authority” boundary configuration as outlined in Environmental Registry Notice
025-1257; and

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of the Environment,



 
 
 

Conservation and Parks, the Minister of Natural Resources, the Premier of Ontario, the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), and area municipalities for information and support.

Carried



  
 

 
 

Department of Corporate Services 
1593 Four Mile Creek Road 
P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON  L0S 1T0 
905-468-3266   •   Fax: 905-468-2959 
 

www.notl.com 

 
 
 
  
 

 
SENT ELECTRONICALLY 

 
February 26, 2026  
 
Ministry of Education 
438 University Ave, 15th Floor 
Toronto, ON  
M7A 2A5 
 
Attention: Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Education 
 
Dear Minister Calandra: 
 
RE: Swim to Survive   
 
Please be advised the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Niagara-on-the Lake, at its regular 
meeting held on January 27, 2026, approved the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS drowning is one of the leading causes of preventable deaths among children in 
Ontario and research by the Lifesaving Society of Ontario shows that most children who drown 
never intended to be in the water; and  

 
WHEREAS evidence demonstrates that even basic swimming and water survival skills 
significantly reduce the risk of drowning; and  

 
WHEREAS many children in Ontario do not have equitable access to swimming lessons 
outside of school due to financial, cultural or geographic barriers; and  

 
WHEREAS several municipalities across Ontario have expressed strong interest in improving 
water safety education for children; and  

 
WHEREAS the Ministry of Education has the authority to incorporate water safety and survival 
training into the regular elementary school curriculum as a universal, life-saving skill 
comparable to fire safety and road safety instruction;  

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Town of Niagara-on-Lake 
respectfully urges the Government of Ontario, through the Ministry of Education, to incorporate 
mandatory water safety and Swim-to-Survive training into the elementary school curriculum for 
all Ontario students; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to The Honourable 
Minister of Education of Ontario, local Members of Provincial Parliament, the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario and all Ontario municipalities, with a request for their endorsement. 

 
 
 



 
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at 905-468-6488. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
 
 
Grant Bivol 
Town Clerk/ Manager of Legislative Services 
 
 
 
c.c.   Local Members of Provincial Parliament 
         Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
         All Ontario Municipalities 
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Land Use Proposal for  
Recreational Trail Development on  
Crown Land in Seguin Township, Ontario  
Submitted to: 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) 
Seguin Township 

Submitted by: 
Ontario Federation of Trail Riders (OFTR) 

Date: 2025 DEC 04 

1. Proposal Overview 

This proposal requests approval of a Land Use Permit to create a trail system within 2,800 
Hectares of Crown land located along Highway 518 in Seguin Township, Ontario.  OFTR is 
proposing the development and maintenance of a multi-use recreational trail system. The 
proposed trail system will serve members of the Ontario Federation of Trail Riders (OFTR) 
and their families, promoting safe, responsible, and sustainable oƯ-road motorcycling and 
trail riding in line with provincial land use objectives. 

The OFTR is a not-for-profit association, incorporated in the Province of Ontario, 
representing 6,000 members.  The association is divided into chapter clubs which includes 
the Muskoka OƯ Road Riders (MORR) with 120+ members residing in the West Parry Sound 
district. 

2. Purpose and Objectives 

The core objectives of this proposal are: 

 To establish a well-managed, environmentally responsible trail network, 
comprised of mainly single-track trails, accessible to OFTR members. 

 To provide family-friendly recreation opportunities that encourage outdoor activity 
and community engagement. 

 To support local economic development by attracting visitors to Seguin Township. 

 To foster environmental stewardship through education, conservation eƯorts, and 
volunteer trail maintenance programs. 
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3. Land Description and Location 

 Location: Crown land accessible via Highway 518, within the geographic boundary 
of Seguin Township, Parry Sound District, Ontario. (see attached maps) 

 Total Area: Approximately 2,800 hectares. 

 Current Use: Undeveloped crown forest land with limited public access and no 
formal infrastructure. 

 Proximity to Services: Within reasonable distance of local businesses and 
amenities in Seguin and surrounding communities. 

4. Trail System Plan 

The trail system will be developed with the following principles in mind: 

 Environmental Sustainability: Trails will be designed 
and built using best practices to minimize soil erosion, 
protect sensitive habitats, avoid wetlands and have 
designated water crossings where necessary. 

 Safety and Accessibility: Signage, maps, and 
designated routes will be provided to ensure user safety. 
Trails will accommodate varying rider skill levels. 

 Partnerships: OFTR will collaborate with the MNRF, 
MTO, Seguin Township and local stakeholders to ensure 
inclusive and transparent planning. 

 Multi-use recreational trail:  OFTR will work with 
other stakeholder groups including hunters, anglers, hikers, cyclists and others, to 
ensure cooperation in the planning, shared use and maintenance of trails. 

5. Establishing Single-track Trails 

A single-track trail is a narrow pathway, typically just wide enough for a dirt bike, bicycle or 
one person on foot.  It's characterized by its winding nature, tight turns, and often follows 
the natural contours of the landscape, sometimes incorporating obstacles like steep hills, 
rocks, roots, and trees. Single-track is not well-suited for use by ATVs or side-by-sides. 

Several key considerations for creating single-track trails. 

 Sustainability: Minimizing environmental impact, favouring higher ground and 
avoiding wetlands while minimizing crossing of water courses. 

Sample of Trail Sign 85cm x 100cm 
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 Line Selection: Choosing the optimal route considering terrain, natural features 
(ridgelines, benches, humps, etc.), and potential for scenic views.  This is typically 
marked with red flagging tape tied to trees. 

 Clearing the Trail:  Removal of small trees (less than 2.5cm dia.), branches, rocks, 
and other obstacles to create a clear path with decent visibility. 

 Grading and Shaping: OƯroad riders prefer natural and unimproved surface and 
will avoid changing grades, filling holes or altering natural drainage paths.  

 Structures:  Corduroy bridges may be used to traverse wetlands, where no 
alternative route is possible.  These single-track bridges are built on-grade at a 
maximum width of 30”. 

6. Trail Management and Maintenance 

 Stewardship Model: a MORR member will be assigned to be responsible for trail 
stewardship in the proposed area.  The Trail Steward with the help of local 
volunteers will regularly monitor and maintain the trails.  

 Usage Monitoring: The OFTR is a member-based organisation that issues trail 
passes, and rider permits to ensure compliance with usage guidelines. 

 Education & Outreach: OFTR promotes responsible riding through training 
programs, outreach events, and community days. 

 Wildlife:  Single-track trails with good vegetation cover often become travel 
corridors, allowing animals to move between habitats more easily.  

 Seasonal trail closures:  The OFTR posts access to the trail network in Ontario 
through the RideOFTR App.  In the fall, we will close the trails during hunting season.  
In the spring, the trails may be closed if there is excessive water that would lead to 
trail damage and impact sensitive areas. 

 All riders will sign a RELEASE OF LIABILITY, WAIVER OF CLAIMS AND INDEMNITY 
AGREEMENT before being allowed to access the trail system. 

 Liability Insurance. The OFTR through membership fees, maintains $15 million in 
personal liability and property damage insurance. 

 

7. Conclusion 
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The Ontario Federation of Trail Riders respectfully seeks approval to use the identified 
Crown land to establish a sustainable, community-driven trail network. This initiative aligns 
with MNRF’s goals for responsible land stewardship, supports rural recreation, and builds 
on OFTR’s proven track record of advocacy for safe, respectful oƯ-road riding. 

We welcome the opportunity to work collaboratively with the MNRF and community 
partners to bring this vision to life. 

Appendices 
A. Hwy 518 North Crown Land area 
B. MORR 2026 Trail Plan 
C. Letter provided to Hwy 518 Residents  
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A. Hwy 518 North Crown Land area 
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B. MORR 2026 Trail Plan 

 

TRAIL LENGTH MARKED IMPROVEMENTS 
Green Trail 518S 2.8 ribbons  None required 
Green Trail 518N 6.1 ribbons Tree trimming (< 1” diametre) 

Bridge at Beaver Dam 
Gilboe Lake 5.3 ribbons Tree trimming (< 1” diametre) 
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D. Letter provided to Hwy 518 Residents 

 

























The Corporation of the Town of Deep River 

REPORT 

2023-PW-001 

 

 

Council Meeting Date: March 15, 2023 
Council Meeting Time: 6:00 PM  
Council Meeting Place: Council Chambers 

   

Subject:  Off-Road Vehicle Pilot Project 

Author: Dave McCarthy, Infrastructure and Contract Manager 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S):     

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT report number 2023-PW-001 “Off-Road Vehicle Pilot 

Project” be received,   

THAT Council approves a three-year pilot project for the use of Off-Road Vehicles, 
consistent with the attached draft By-law (Attachment 1), on all highways (including 
County Roads 72 and 73) in the Town of Deep River,  
 
THAT staff be directed to present a By-law after the County of Renfrew Off-Road Vehicle 
By-law is amended to include County Roads 72 and 73, and  
 
THAT Council approve the pre-budget allocation in the amount of $2,000 as part of the 
2023 operating budget to purchase the required signage for the pilot project. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Off-Road Vehicle Pilot Project  
Report Number 2023-PW-001 

 
 

 
 

BACKGROUND:    

On December 21, 2022, Council received report 2022-PW-016 which examined relevant 

legislation and outlined a comparative analysis of neighbouring municipalities.  The 

relevant legislation allows municipalities to pass by-laws permitting and regulating the 

operation of off-road vehicles on municipal highways, prescribe a lower rate of speed of 

than that prescribed for off-road vehicles as well as specific months or hours during which 

they can be operated.  Also, the legislation clearly defines an ‘off-road vehicle’ as well as 

providing regulations governing the operation of these vehicles upon highways within 

municipalities, and regulates the equipment and operational requirements.   

 

After receiving the report, Council directed staff to develop a pilot By-law to allow the use 

of off-road vehicles in the Town of Deep River, including County Roads 72 and 73.  

 

Following this direction Town staff entered into discussions with County of Renfrew staff, 

Deep River Police Services, and members of the Renfrew County ATV Club to discuss 

removal of restrictions on County roads, traffic safety and enforcement, and trail access.  

Based on these discussions, staff are proposing a three-year trial period to allow the use 

of off-road vehicles on all highways under the jurisdiction of the Town of Deep River.  

Note; the definition of “highway” includes all classes of roads intended for vehicle 

passage.  In the case of Deep River this would apply to all paved and unpaved roads and 

back-alleys.  Also, as per the legislation, staff are also recommending that off-road 

vehicles shall not be driven at a rate of speed greater than 20km/hr or travel between 

one-half hour after sunset and one-half hour before sunrise.  

 

RATIONALE:   

A trial period of three years is recommended as an appropriate amount of time to evaluate 

the program and provide Council with information regarding its performance.  This will 

provide evidence to Council on the merits of a potential permanent program.  

 

As promoted by both the County of Renfrew and the Renfrew County ATV Club this 

recommendation will support significant economic activity within Deep River.  

 

The proposed By-law is intended to mimic what a permanent By-law would be to ensure 

that the pilot project accurately represents the outcome of what a permanent By-law is 

likely to achieve.   

 

OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:   

A permanent program was considered but not recommended as the three-year trial period 
for the pilot project will provide evidence to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages 
of a permanent program. 



Off-Road Vehicle Pilot Project  
Report Number 2023-PW-001 

 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATONS:  
 
Pre-budget approval of $2,000 from the 2023 Operating Budget to purchase the 
necessary signage to permit and regulate the use of off-road vehicles on roadways within 
the Town of Deep River. 
 

STRATEGIC AREAS OF FOCUS: 

This recommendation will support several desired outcomes within the Town of Deep 
River Strategic Plan. 
 

1. Transparent, Fair & Effective Governance 
2. Engaged Population enjoying Diverse Recreational & Cultural Opportunities 
3. Vibrant & Increased Business & Commercial Sectors  
4. Strong Collaboration with Community Businesses & Neighbours  

 
 
CONSULTATIONS: 

County of Renfrew 
Deep River Police Service 
Renfrew County ATV Club 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

Attachment 1 – Draft By-law 



ATTACHMENT 1 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF DEEP RIVER 
 

BY-LAW NUMBER XX-2023 

 
WHEREAS Section 8 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, as amended, empowers a 
municipality to govern its affairs as it considers appropriate and to enhance the 
municipality’s ability to respond to municipal issues; 
 
AND WHEREAS Council for the Town of Deep River wishes to authorize a time-limited Pilot 
Project to assess the viability of allowing the use of off-road vehicles on municipal highways 
within the Town of Deep River; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter H.8, Section 191.8, as 
amended, provides that a council of a municipality may pass a by-law: 
 

i) permitting the operation of off-road vehicles with three or more wheels on any 
highway within the municipality that is under the jurisdiction of the municipality, or 
on any parts of such highway; and  

ii) prescribing a lower rate of speed for off-road vehicles with three or more wheels 
than that prescribed for off-road vehicles by regulation on any highway within the 
municipality that is under its jurisdiction, or any part or parts of such highways, 
including prescribing different rates of speed for different highways or parts of 
highways; and 

iii) prescribing specific months or hours during which off-road vehicles can be 
operated on a municipal highway or parts of highways 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Town 
of Deep River enacts an off-road vehicles pilot project for a period of three (3) years 
commencing XXX and ending on XXX as follows: 
 
1. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this By-law is to regulate and provide conditions to allow residents to 
utilize off-road vehicles on municipal highways within the Town of Deep River for a set 
period of time, and to ensure compliance with the parameters/rules of this by-law, as well 
as any associated provincial or federal enactments that may apply. 

 
2. DEFINITIONS 

 
“Off-Road Vehicle (OVR)” means an off-road vehicle as defined in the Highway Traffic 
Act under Ontario Regulation 316/03, as amended, as described in Section 1 of the 
definitions as:  
 

A BY-LAW TO PERMIT AND REGULATE THE OPERATION OF OFF-ROAD 
VEHICLES ON MUNICIPAL HIGHWAYS WITHIN THE TOWN OF DEEP RIVER 

 



ATTACHMENT 1 
“All-Terrain Vehicle” means an off-road vehicle that: 
a. has four wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the ground, 
b. has steering handlebars 
c. has a seat that is designed to be straddled by the driver, and 
d. is designed to carry,  

i. a driver and no passengers, or  
ii. a driver and only one passenger, if the vehicle, has one passenger seat 

that is designed to be straddled by the passenger while sitting facing 
forward behind the driver, and is equipped with foot rests for the passenger 
that are separate from the foot rests for the driver 

 
“Multi-Purpose Off-Highway Utility Vehicle” means an off-road vehicle that,  
a. has four of more wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the ground,  
b. has a steering wheel for steering control.  
c. has seats that are not designed to be straddled, and  
d. has a minimum cargo capacity of 159 kilograms 

 
“Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle” means an off-road vehicle that,  
a. has four or more wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the ground, 
b. has a steering wheel for steering control,  
c. has seats that are not designed to be straddled, and  
d. has an engine displacement equal or less than 1,000 cubic centimeters 

 
“Highway” means an open public highway or all classes of roads intended for vehicle 
passage (paved and unpaved roads and back-alleys) under the jurisdiction of the 
Corporation of the Town of Deep River and subject to the Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 
1990.  

 
3. JURISDICTION 

 
This by-law regulates the use of all off-road vehicles on all highways under the jurisdiction 
of the Town of Deep River only.   
 
This by-law does not provide authority for:  
a. County of Renfrew, upper-tier municipality, roads 
b. Private roads 
c. Any highways situated outside of the Town of Deep River including the portion of any 

boundary road not owned by the Town of Deep River.  
 

4. REGULATIONS 
 

Only those off-road vehicles falling within the definition of an all-terrain vehicle, a multi-
purpose off-highway utility vehicle and a recreational off-highway vehicle in this by-law, 
may be driven on highways under the jurisdiction of the Town of Deep River provided 
that:  
a. the off-road vehicle meets all the equipment requirements and operation requirements 

of O. Reg 316/03, as amended by O. Reg 135/15,  
b. an off-road vehicle shall not be driven at a rate of speed greater than:  

i. 20 km/hr if the speed limit established under the Highway Traffic Act or by 



ATTACHMENT 1 
municipal By-law for that part of the highway is not greater than 50 km/hr 

c. Off-road vehicles shall not travel between one-half hour after sunset and one-half hour 
before sunrise 

d. Off-road vehicles shall not travel upon any municipally owned or municipally 
maintained lands such as parks, playgrounds, beaches, sports fields, cemeteries and 
trails, save and except any designated parking areas made available as an off-road 
vehicle staging area to facilitate access to municipal roadways or adjacent trail 
networks 
 

5. ENFORCEMENT 
 
Any person who contravenes the Highway Traffic Act or its regulations or any section 
of this By-Law is guilty of an offence and upon conviction is liable to a fine as provided 
for in the Provincial Offences Act. 

 
6. PILOT DURATION 

 
The Pilot Project is for a period of three (3) years ending on XXX, 2026, at which 
point the By-law shall be reviewed by staff and a summary report with 
recommendations will be presented to Council.   

 
7. SEVERABILITY 

 
Each provision of this by-law is independent of all other provisions and if any 
provision of this by-law is declared invalid for any reason, all other provisions of this 
By-law shall remain valid and enforceable. 
 
This By-law is in force and effect upon its adoption by the Council of the Corporation 
of the Town of Deep River. 

 
 
READ A FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD TIME, AND FINALLY PASSED THIS XX DAY OF 
XX, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Suzanne D’ Eon, MAYOR  Jackie Mellon, CLERK 
 







Corporation of the Township of Black River - Matheson 
421 Fifth Avenue 
P.O. Box 601 
Matheson, Ontario 
P0K 1N0 

ITEM # 2026-10.d) 
RESOLUTION 

DATE: March 10, 2026 2026-81 

Moved by Councillor Bree Allen 
Seconded by Councillor Scott McCutcheon 

WHEREAS safe, reliable transportation corridors are essential to the economic prosperity, public 
safety, and supply chain resilience of Northern Ontario communities; 

AND WHEREAS Highways 11 and 17 form the primary east–west transportation corridor across 
Northern Ontario and serve as a critical link for trade, resource development, emergency services, 
and community connectivity; 

AND WHEREAS the expansion and modernization of these highways would strengthen national 
supply chains, support mining and resource development projects including those associated with the 
Ring of Fire, and improve safety for residents, commercial transport, and travelers; 

AND WHEREAS Member of Provincial Parliament John Vanthof has introduced a motion in the 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario calling upon the Government of Ontario to work with the Government 
of Canada to declare the expansion and modernization of Highways 11 and 17 a project of national 
significance; 

AND WHEREAS Member of Parliament Gaétan Malette has introduced a motion in the House of 
Commons advocating for federal recognition and support of strategic national infrastructure priorities; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Black River-Matheson 
formally express its support for the motion introduced by MPP John Vanthof requesting that the 
Government of Ontario work with the Government of Canada to declare the expansion and 
modernization of Highways 11 and 17 a project of national significance; 

AND FURTHER THAT Council express its support for the motion introduced by MP Gaétan Malette 
currently before the House of Commons; 

AND FURTHER THAT Council call upon both the Government of Ontario and the Government of 
Canada to prioritize investments that strengthen transportation infrastructure, supply chain reliability, 
and economic development opportunities across Northern Ontario; 

AND FINALLY THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to: 
 The Honourable Gaétan Malette, Member of Parliament
 John Vanthof, MPP Timiskaming–Cochrane
 All Members of Parliament
 All Members of Provincial Parliament



 The Northern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA)
 The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
 Northern Ontario municipalities for their consideration.

☒ CARRIED ☐ DEFEATED

CHAIR SIGNATURE 

☐ Original ☐ Amendment ☐ Refer ☐ Defer ☐ Reconsider ☐ Withdrawn

Recorded Vote-TO BE COMPLETED BY CLERK ONLY 

YEAS NAYS 
Mayor Dave Dyment 
Councillor Allen 
Councillor Morrish 
Councillor Campsall 
Councillor McCutcheon 
Councillor Gadoury 
Councillor Bouchard 

Hong Ji Lei 
Clerk 

Certified to be a true copy of Resolution No. 2026-81 



 

 
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 

 

For Immediate Release 

March 21, 2026 

FONOM Supports Provincial Highway 11/17 Safety Measures While Calling for Continued 

Progress 

Latchford, ON – The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) welcomes the Province of 

Ontario’s recent announcement outlining new safety and enforcement measures along the Highway 11/17 

corridor—an essential transportation link for Northern communities, industries, and Canada’s national supply 

chains. 

The Province’s plan includes increased enforcement, expanded inspection capacity, improved signage, and 

continued design work for future highway improvements.  

FONOM recognizes these actions as important steps that respond to long-standing concerns raised by 

municipalities across Northern Ontario. 

“FONOM is pleased to see continued investments aimed at improving safety and reliability on Highways 11 

and 17,” said Dave Plourde, President of FONOM. “These are important and necessary steps for northern 

communities that rely on this corridor every day.” 

A Shared Northern Priority 

Municipal leaders across Northern Ontario have consistently identified Highway 11, Highway 17, and the 

shared corridor as critical infrastructure requiring sustained attention, modern design standards, and ongoing 

investment. 

FONOM continues to work alongside municipal partners and stakeholders to advance practical improvements 

that enhance safety while supporting economic activity and supply chain reliability. 

Progress Made—More Work Ahead 

While encouraged by the Province’s actions, FONOM notes that recent incidents on Northern highways 

underscore the importance of maintaining momentum. 

“We continue to see serious collisions and highway closures across the North,” added Plourde. “While the 

measures announced will help, they also reinforce that more work remains to be done to ensure these 

highways meet the expectations of the people who use them.” 

FONOM continues to advocate for: 

• Enhanced safety measures and enforcement  

 



 

 

• Expanded passing opportunities, including 2+1 and four-laning where appropriate  

• Improved rest areas and winter reliability  

• A coordinated provincial and federal commitment to long-term corridor improvements  

A Corridor of National Importance 

Highways 11 and 17 are vital parts of Canada’s Trans-Canada Highway system, supporting economic 

development, resource industries, and the movement of essential goods across the country.  

“As conversations continue, we will remain focused on supporting long-term enhancements that reflect the 

significance of these highways—not just to Northern Ontario, but to Canada as a whole,” said Plourde. 

Looking Ahead 

FONOM remains committed to working collaboratively with the Province of Ontario, the federal government, 

and municipal partners to advance meaningful improvements that improve safety, reliability, and economic 

connectivity across Northern Ontario. 

“We appreciate the Province’s engagement and look forward to continuing this work together,” said Plourde. 

“Northern municipalities are ready to be part of the solution.” 

 
Media Availability 
 
Dave Plourde, President,  
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
705-335-1615 | fonom.info@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

665 Oak Street East, Unit 306    North Bay, ON P1B 9E5 Tel: (705) 498-9510 

Email: fonom.info@gmail.com Website: www.fonom.org 

mailto:fonom.info@gmail.com
mailto:fonom.info@gmail.com
http://www.fonom.org/


TOWN OF ENGLEHART
61 Fifth Avenue , Englehart , Ontario , P0J 1H0

Tel: 1-705-544-2244
https://www.englehart.ca/

February 25, 2026
 
 

RESOLUTION

Resolution # 2026-35
Agenda Item # 5.3 Committee of the Whole followed by the Regular Meeting

Moved By : Jo-Anne Farmer

Seconded By : Pam Bannink

WHEREAS the Ontario Municipal Employees Retirement System (OMERS) Pension Fund serves over 1,000 employers and over half a
million employees and retirees from diverse groups including: municipal governments, school boards, libraries, police and fire
departments, children’s aid societies, and electricity distribution companies; and 
WHEREAS the long-standing jointly-sponsored governance model with two corporate boards has provided stability, accountability, and
fairness for both plan members and employers for more than two decades; and 
WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has passed legislative changes to OMERS’ governance structure through Bill 68; and 
WHEREAS these changes would replace the current OMERS Sponsors Corporation with a new Sponsors Council that would lose its
corporate status and independent resources; and 
WHEREAS the proposed model could allow pension decisions affecting municipal employers and employees to be made without
meaningful municipal oversight, increasing financial risk for municipalities and local taxpayers; and 
WHEREAS municipalities are already under significant financial strain and cannot absorb additional pension costs without
consequences for property taxes or local services; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town of Englehart does not support the legislative changes to the OMERS Act contained in
Bill 68 and requests that the Government of Ontario reconsider the advisability of proceeding with these changes; FURTHER BE IT
RESOLVED THAT the Town of Englehart supports the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) in calling on the Government of
Ontario to maintain the current OMERS governance model, with two corporate Boards, as the structure that would best deliver on the
long-term interests of municipalities, taxpayers, and employees. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this resolution be circulated to The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Housing and Municipal
Affairs, The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance, MPP Paul Vickers, The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO),
and all Ontario municipalities. 

Carried

This is a certified and true copy of the original document Amy Vickery, CAO/Clerk.
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OMERS: Current Governance Model
• Prior to 2006, OMERS was fully controlled by the provincial government, as its sole sponsor: decisions regarding 

pension benefits and contributions were the responsibility of the provincial government

• In 2006, the provincial government removed itself from plan oversight and devolved the plan’s sponsorship to the 
employers and employees who contribute to the plan.

• Now, OMERS is a defined benefit jointly sponsored pension plan where employee and employer sponsors are jointly 
responsible for funding the plan and making decisions around plan design. 

• OMERS is governed by two corporate boards, each made up of members appointed by employee and employer 
sponsor groups: 

• The Sponsors Corporation determines plan design, contribution rates, and appointments to the Administration Corporation 
Board.

• The Administration Corporation is responsible for the overall administration of the Plan, including making investment decisions 
and paying pension benefits to retirees.

The current OMERS governance model of two corporate boards with distinct responsibilities works because it 
balances independence, accountability, and fairness across the many different employers and employees.
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OMERS: Sponsor Organizations
Employer Sponsors Employee Sponsors
Association of Municipalities of Ontario CUPE Ontario

CUPE 416/79

City of Toronto OPSEU

Ontario Public School Boards Association & 
Ontario Catholic School Trustees Association

Police Association of Ontario

Ontario Association of Police Services Boards Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association

Ontario Association of Children’s Aid Societies Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation

Electricity Distributors Association Retirees Group

*Sponsor organizations currently appoint members to the Sponsors Corporation and nominate 
members to the Administration Corporation (Sponsors Corporation reviews nominations and 
appoints to AC).
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What happened?
• In 2024, the OMERS Sponsors Corporation conducted a regular review of contribution rates

• Identified that lower-paid plan members were in effect subsidizing the retirement benefits of higher-paid 
plan members; adjusted rates to reallocate the financial burden in a more equitable way

• Following the release of this decision, the Police Association of Ontario, Ontario Professional Fire 
Fighters Association, and Metrolinx wrote to the Premier requesting a governance review

• The government launched a review in 2024

• AMO/MEPCO has consistently stated that the current OMERS governance structure functions well 
and does not require structural change.

• In November 2025, the government:
• Released the Report of the Special Advisor, containing recommendations for significant governance 

change
• One day later, tabled legislative changes to the OMERS Act as part of Fall Economic Statement omnibus 

legislation
• Passed legislation in early December
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Why does this matter?
Report recommendations and legislation mean significant changes to OMERS 
governance that:

• Shifts from a stewardship model focused on long-term sustainability and affordability to 
one focused more on advocacy and interest-based bargaining

• Weakens sponsor and municipal employer oversight by shifting power to the 
administrator (Administration Corporation) with respect to appointments and resources

• Provides significant authority to the Minister to prescribe rules and regulations related 
to Sponsors Council business, which risk interference in the plan design and potential 
new costs without the say of sponsors, employers, or employees

This is another example of provincial overreach into areas of municipal 
responsibility without a clear rationale or a full understanding of impacts. 
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Why municipalities need to care?
• Municipalities have less of a voice in the pension plan that we fund
• Province will be able to make decisions about the plan through regulation, and 

municipalities and employees will have to cover any new costs
• An interest-based approach to benefits and contributions decisions creates 

greater financial risks for municipalities (e.g. decisions that could lead to 
higher contribution rates or lower benefits)

• Less sponsor control over the Administration Corporation makes it harder to 
hold administrators responsible for plan performance

Ultimately, municipal governments are the default funder of the pension 
plan. This new model creates a greater risk of funding shortfalls, which will 
need to be covered by municipal taxpayers.
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What can we do?
• Tell government and local MPPs that pension governance matters, and 

that municipalities should have control over their own plan by:
• Passing a resolution
• Sending a letter
• Meeting with your local MPP
• Raising this issue in delegations at ROMA (key messages on next slide)
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Key messages
• The OMERS pension plan is important to municipalities: it is a recruitment and 

retention tool and a valuable benefit for our employees.
• We are concerned about the OMERS governance changes because:

• Municipalities have less of a voice in the pension plan that we fund and rely on
• These changes could lead to higher costs for municipalities. We cannot afford new 

costs without increasing taxes or cutting services.
• We believe that the current OMERS structure with two corporate boards is working; it 

provides predictability and stability.
• Pensions need to stay independent and accountable.  They cannot be politicized.
• We are asking you to work with AMO and the other plan sponsors to chart a path 

forward that limits major changes and protects the long-term interests of 
municipalities, taxpayers, and employees.



Appendix
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Poirier Report Summary
Recommendations

Sponsors Council • Wind down Sponsors Corporation and replace with a Sponsors Council
• Maintain current composition with the addition of five (5) non-voting 

members
• Re-establish employer/employee co-chair model and employer/employee 

sponsor caucuses

Appointments • Extend current Independent Board Chair term for three (3) years
• Sponsors to directly appoint members to Administration Corporation 

Board
• Give Administration Corporation Board veto (2/3 majority vote) over 

sponsor appointments 

Resources • End corporate structure for Sponsors Corporation and access to 
independent resources

• Administration Corporation to reimburse Sponsors Council for 
“reasonable costs”

• Costs of arbitration be borne exclusively by sponsor organizations

Other • Legislate normal retirement age (NRA) 60/65 flexibility within plan text
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Bill 68 Summary
• As part of Fall Economic Statement, Government introduced Bill 68 legislation to enact 

several (but not all recommendations)

• Provides authority to the Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing to:
• Dissolve Sponsors Corporation at a date determined by Ministerial order
• Establish a Sponsors Council, subject to any rules Minister deems appropriate
• Make regulations governing any elements of the Sponsors Council by-laws
• Approve Sponsors Council by-laws, as established initially by the Administration Corporation

• Prohibits Sponsors from appointing:
• to the Sponsors Council anyone who has been a member of the Administration Corporation Board 

or the Sponsors Corporation Board
• to the AC anyone who has been a member of the Sponsors Corporation Board or the Sponsors 

Council









Motion: Support for Modernizing the
Heritage Organization Development Grant (HODG)

WHEREAS Ontario municipalities are legislated to preserve records of enduring and historical

value, and community archives play a critical role in fulfilling this responsibility, particularly in

rural and smaller municipalities; and

WHEREAS The Heritage Organization Development Grant (HODG) is the only provincial operating

grant available to grassroots, non-profit heritage organizations, including community archives

and historical societies across Ontario; and

WHEREAS The maximum annual HODG grant of $1,545 per organization has remained effectively

unchanged for more than 15 years, resulting in a significant erosion of its real value due to

inflation, such that its current purchasing power is approximately two-thirds of what it was in

2010; and

WHEREAS Rising operating costs related to insurance, utilities, records preservation, digitization,

accessibility, and volunteer coordination have increased financial pressure on heritage

organizations, often requiring municipalities to absorb additional costs to ensure continuity of

service; and

WHEREAS Strengthening HODG would represent a modest but high-impact provincial investment

that would help stabilize community archives, reduce pressure on municipal budgets, and

safeguard Ontario’s public records and local heritage for future generations;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council formally support a review and modernization

of the Heritage Organization Development Grant, including restoring its real purchasing power

through inflationary adjustment and exploring options for increased or multi-year operating

stability; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT This resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Tourism, Culture

and Gaming, local Members of Provincial Parliament, AMO, and Ontario municipalities for

consideration and support.
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March 8, 2026 
 

For Immediate Release 

FONOM Calls for Urgent Action Following Another Fatal Collision on Northern Highway 

March 2026 – Smooth Rock Falls, Ontario 

The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) is expressing deep concern and growing 

frustration following another fatal collision on Northern Ontario’s highway system. 

On March 7, a serious collision near Smooth Rock Falls involving four tractor-trailers and a passenger 

vehicle claimed the life of a Kapuskasing resident, marking the tenth highway fatality this winter on 

Northern highways. FONOM extends its sincere condolences to the family, friends, and community affected 

by this tragic loss. 

“These tragedies are becoming far too common on Northern Ontario highways,” said FONOM President 

Dave Plourde. 

“Northern Ontario families should not have to live with the constant fear that a routine trip on the highway 

could end in tragedy. When we see collision after collision and closure after closure, it becomes painfully 

clear that the current situation is unacceptable. Northern Ontarians deserve the same level of highway safety 

that people in southern Ontario expect every day.” 

FONOM notes that in April 2023, the Northern Ontario Transportation Task Force, co-chaired by former 

FONOM President Danny Whalen and Wendy Landry, delivered a comprehensive report to the Province of 

Ontario outlining recommendations to improve transportation safety, reliability, and economic connectivity 

across Northern Ontario. 

While FONOM appreciates that some improvements have been made, many of the recommendations—

particularly those related to highway safety, passing opportunities, rest areas, and improved road design—

have yet to be fully implemented. 

“Northern leaders have already done the work. The Transportation Task Force delivered clear 

recommendations to improve safety on Highways 11 and 17, yet too few of those recommendations have been 

implemented,” Plourde said. “Every serious collision is another reminder that improving this corridor is not 

just a transportation issue—it is a matter of public safety for the people who live, work, and travel in Northern 

Ontario.” 

FONOM continues to advocate for meaningful improvements to Highways 11 and 17, including expanding 

passing opportunities through four-laning where feasible and using the 2+1 highway model in appropriate 

sections. 

“These highways are part of the Trans-Canada system and carry billions of dollars in goods every year,” 

Plourde added. “They connect our communities, support our resource economy, and move essential supplies  



 

 

 

across the country. Improving safety on these corridors is not just a Northern issue—it is a national one.” 

FONOM is calling on the Province of Ontario to accelerate the implementation of the Northern Ontario 

Transportation Task Force recommendations and to work collaboratively with Northern municipalities and 

the federal government to modernize this critical corridor. 

Despite frequent collisions and heavy truck traffic, much of Highway 11 and 17 is a two-lane, undivided 

roadway with no alternative route. FONOM continues to advocate for meaningful improvements to Highways 

11 and 17, including expanding passing opportunities through four-laning where feasible and using the 2+1 

highway model in appropriate sections. 

“Northern Ontarians should not have to accept a higher level of risk simply because of where we live,” 

Plourde said. “Our communities deserve the same commitment to safe and reliable transportation 

infrastructure as any other part of the province.” 

FONOM will continue to work with municipal partners, Indigenous leaders, and governments at all levels to 

advance solutions that improve safety and reliability on Northern Ontario’s highways. 
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FONOM Resolution 

Urgent Action on Highway Safety – Highways 11 and 17 

WHEREAS Highways 11 and 17 form the backbone of the Trans-Canada Highway through 

Northern Ontario and are essential corridors for the movement of people, goods, and emergency 

services across Canada; 

AND WHEREAS these highways support Northern Ontario’s resource economy, connect 

communities to health care and services, and carry significant national supply chains; 

AND WHEREAS Northern Ontario continues to experience a troubling number of serious 

collisions and highway closures each year; 

AND WHEREAS the tragic fatal collision near Smooth Rock Falls on March 7, 2026 involving 

four tractor-trailers and a passenger vehicle, resulted in the death of a Kapuskasing resident and 

marked the tenth highway fatality in Northern Ontario so far in 2026; 

AND WHEREAS in April 2023, the Northern Ontario Transportation Task Force, co-

chaired by representatives of FONOM and the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association 

(NOMA), delivered a comprehensive set of recommendations to the Province of Ontario aimed 

at improving safety, reliability, and economic connectivity across Northern Ontario’s 

transportation network; 

AND WHEREAS Northern leaders, Indigenous partners, and transportation experts invested 

significant time and effort developing practical and achievable recommendations, many of which 

have yet to be fully implemented; 

AND WHEREAS Northern Ontario residents should not have to accept a higher level of risk 

simply because they live, work, or travel in the North, and every preventable highway fatality 

underscores the urgent need for action; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 

(FONOM) call upon the Province of Ontario to urgently accelerate the implementation of the 

recommendations contained within the Northern Ontario Transportation Task Force Final 

Report; 

AND FURTHER THAT the Province of Ontario prioritize meaningful safety improvements 

along Highways 11 and 17, including increased passing opportunities through four-laning where 

feasible and expanded implementation of the 2+1 highway model in appropriate sections; 

AND FURTHER THAT the Province work collaboratively with Northern municipalities, 

Indigenous communities, and the Government of Canada to modernize this critical national 

transportation corridor; 

AND FURTHER THAT the Province provide an update to Northern municipalities on the status 

of the Task Force recommendations and the timeline for their implementation; 

AND FURTHER THAT copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the 

Ontario Minister of Transportation, the Minister of Northern Economic Development and 

Growth, Northern Ontario Members of Provincial Parliament, Northern Members of the 

Canadian Parliament, and the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association. 
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For Immediate Release 

March 21, 2026 

FONOM Board Advances Northern Priorities at Meeting in Kirkland Lake 

KIRKLAND LAKE, ON – The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) Board of Directors 

convened in Kirkland Lake on March 20, 2026, to address key priorities impacting Northern Ontario 

communities, including highway safety, housing, health care, and municipal sustainability. 

The Board was welcomed by Mayor Stacy Wight, along with CAO Alan Smith and Clerk Jennifer 

Montreuil, who met with FONOM members on Thursday evening to share local best practices, current 

challenges, and preparations for the upcoming municipal election cycle. The discussion provided valuable, on-

the-ground insight into municipal governance in Northern Ontario. 

“FONOM greatly appreciates the opportunity to meet directly with local leadership in Kirkland Lake,” said 

Dave Plourde, President of FONOM. “These conversations ensure that our advocacy is grounded in the real 

experiences of Northern municipalities and reflects the diverse challenges communities are facing.” 

Key Discussions and Advocacy Priorities 

During the Board meeting, members continued to advance several key advocacy files: 

• Northern Highway Safety and Capacity: FONOM reaffirmed its strong commitment to the multi-

laning of Highways 11 and 17, including twinning and 2+1 models. The Board discussed ongoing 

efforts to secure provincial and federal commitments and emphasized the importance of maintaining 

momentum on this nation-building corridor.  

• FONOM Conference 2026 – Timmins: Preparations are well underway for the upcoming annual 

conference, taking place May 11–13, 2026, hosted by the City of Timmins. The event will bring 

together municipal leaders and partners from across the North to discuss shared priorities and 

opportunities.  

• Continued Advocacy Efforts: The Board reviewed progress on Queen’s Park advocacy, federal 

engagement, and strategic communications efforts aimed at elevating Northern Ontario priorities on a 

provincial and national stage.  

Presentations Inform Board Discussions 

FONOM welcomed three guest presenters who provided valuable insights on critical issues: 

• Patrick Chouinard, Element5, presented on the use of mass timber and panelized construction as 

an innovative solution to address housing shortages in Northern Ontario, including opportunities tied 

to the forestry sector and mining development.  

 



 

 

• David McNeil, President and CEO of Health Sciences North, shared regional health care data, 

highlighted current and future system pressures, and emphasized the importance of collaboration 

across Northern hospitals. He also expressed a willingness to work closely with FONOM to support 

improved health outcomes across the region.  

• MP Gaétan Malette (Kapuskasing–Timmins–Mushkegowuk) discussed federal perspectives on 

infrastructure and introduced his resolution supporting improvements to Northern highways, 

reinforcing the need for coordinated federal and provincial action.  

Resolutions Reflect Municipal Priorities 

The Board considered and supported a wide range of resolutions brought forward by member municipalities, 

addressing issues such as: 

• Sustainable and equitable policing funding  

• Highway safety and reclassification of Highways 11 and 17  

• Health care access, including concerns related to laboratory services  

• Housing affordability and homelessness  

• Municipal infrastructure pressures, including water systems and public health levies  

• Telecommunications and connectivity  

• Environmental and recycling policies  

“These resolutions reflect the priorities and pressures being felt across Northern Ontario,” added Plourde. 

“FONOM will continue to amplify these voices and work collaboratively with all levels of government to 

deliver meaningful solutions.” 

Looking Ahead 

FONOM will continue its advocacy efforts in the lead-up to the 2026 Annual Conference in Timmins and 

remains committed to advancing policies that support strong, resilient, and connected Northern communities. 
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March 10, 2026 

Dear Senator, 

Re: Rideau Lakes Concerns re Alto High Speed Rail Project (Bill C-15 Budget) 

We in Rideau Lakes Township are writing this letter because of major concerns about 
the Alto High Speed Rail Project (HSR), as well as a request to fully evaluate our 
concerns of Bill C-15 in relation to Alto HSR and expropriation of land. 
 
The Alto HSR is lacking full and meaningful consultation of critical information for the 
early design and development phase. We recognize that having this information is 
important to the engineers in determining routes that minimize disruptions to the 
communities, residents, businesses, farmland, waterways, environment, and 
ecosystems that they pass through. What we have experienced is less than adequate 
information upon which to base our ability to conduct impact assessments involving our 
rural communities, agriculture, businesses, and countless heritage buildings and 
monuments. Alto’s recently proposed Southern Ontario route included a 10 km wide 
corridor, and they provided high-level maps which are not useful in determining the 
impacts which more detailed route maps would give us and that are vital to our informed 
feedback. Without more information from Alto, this reduces our more local and valuable 
ability to provide critical information to Alto planners and engineers. 
 
HSR will divide communities. There will be a major impact on our roadways for school 
buses, public transportation and emergency vehicles given the many closed roadways 
when fences are erected along the HSR route. This will increase mortality and morbidity 
as it will take longer to receive timely care. Farther to travel will also increase emissions 
and costs for plowing and road maintenance. Without more information from Alto, this 
reduces our local and valuable ability to provide critical information to Alto planners and 
engineers. 
 
The Southern route would traverse the UNESCO recognized Frontenac Arch Biosphere 
Region, the ancestral lands of the Haudenosaunee (Kanienʼkehá꞉ka) and Anishinaabeg 
(Algonquin); where a land bridge of the Canadian Shield connects the Algonquin and 
Laurentian Highlands to the Adirondack Mountains in the USA. Many animals use this 
migration route in both directions every year, and unless wildlife corridors are included 
in the ALTO plans, this would cut off their migration. 
 
This does not begin to speak to the negative impact on tourism which is estimated in the 
order of $30 million for the UNESCO Rideau Canal system from Ottawa to Kingston. 
 



Another major concern is that the government proposes to grant Alto, as a Crown 
Corporation, the right to 3 methods of property expropriation! Until now the government 
itself held the right to a single method of property expropriation. This causes our 
residents varying degrees of stress ranging to mental anguish if their properties are 
affected and they will not get full current market value if they decided to sell. Under the 
new proposed legislation, they would be forced to sell to the Corporation! This is of 
particular concern to many potentially affected property owners who are in the business 
of farming and feeding our population. 
 
Cost analysis to build the railway in the northern and southern routes has not been 
done. We have also been told that a route parallel to the St. Lawrence River and Lake 
Ontario is not viable. We do not have enough information to understand why this option 
is not viable. 
 
Rideau Lakes Township is asking you, and your Senate colleagues, to undertake your 
considered review of our concerns that are being sent to you for First Reading. We 
hope that you will see that this portion of Bill-C15 (HSR and expropriation) is premature, 
given that there are many unanswered questions and important issues have not been 
adequately addressed in the information provided. There has been inadequate public 
consultation to move to the development stage of this generationally important 
Canadian transportation project affecting so many lives along whatever corridor may 
eventually be approved. Should the Senate determine that a delegation to a Senate 
committee be appropriate with a view to consolidating recommendations for changes 
that would go back to the House of Commons, we would be available to participate, of 
course upon invitation. 
 
Thank you for your attention in this very important matter affecting all of us here and 
across Ontario! It would be very much appreciated if I could receive a response in order 
to brief my Council. 
Yours respectfully, 

 
 
Arie Hoogenboom 
Mayor, Rideau Lakes Township 
mayor@rideaulakes.ca 
613-323-0901 
 
Cc: Prime Minister of Canada 

All Members of Parliament 
All Provincial Cabinet Ministers 
MPP Steve Clark 
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
All Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:mayor@rideaulakes.ca
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YES: 6

 
NO: 0

 
ABSENT: 1

The Town of The Blue Mountains
Council Meeting

Title: Township of Southgate Resolution

Date: Monday, March 9, 2026

Time: 3:40 PM

Moved by: Councillor Ardiel

Seconded by: Councillor Maxwell

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives for information and supports the February 20, 2026,
Resolution from the Township of Southgate regarding Support for Bill 21, Protect our Food Act, 2025;

AND THAT Council directs staff to provide a copy of the resolution to the Premier of Ontario, Minister of
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade, MPP Brian
Saunderson, MPP Paul Vickers, Senator Rob Black the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario, and all municipalities in Ontario 

 

 

YES: 6 NO: 0 ABSENT: 1

The motion is Carried

Deputy Mayor Bordignon
Councillor McKinlay

Councillor Ardiel
Councillor Porter

Councillor Hope Councillor Maxwell

Mayor Matrosovs
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Township of Southgate  Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1  Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0  Web: www.southgate.ca 

February 20, 2026 

Re: Township of Southgate – Support for Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 

Please be advised that at the February 18, 2026, regular Council meeting, the Council 
of the Corporation of the Township of Southgate, approved the following:  

No. 2026-073 
Moved By Councillor Shipston
Seconded By Councillor Ferguson

WHEREAS arable land is a critical finite resource; and 
WHEREAS Ontario loses as much as 319 acres of farmland a day; and 
WHEREAS Ontario’s farmland provides food, fiber and fuel to all of Ontario and 
beyond; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of 
Southgate support Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 and strongly urges the 
provincial government to support this and every measure t protect our farmland, to 
aggressively prevent further losses and to ensure the future of agriculture in Ontario 
for future generations; and 
That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Minister of Economic 
Development, Job Creation and Trade, MPP Paul Vickers, Senator Rob Black, the 
Ontario Federation of Agriculture, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and all 
Municipalities in Ontario. 

If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey Green, Clerk 
Township of Southgate 

http://www.southgate.ca/
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CC: Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
      Honourable Trevor Jones, Minister of Agriculture Food and Agribusiness 
      Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks       
      Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs 
      Honourable Victor Fedeli, Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and 
      Trade 
      MPP Paul Vickers – Bruce – Grey – Owen Sound 
      Senator Rob Black 
      Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
      Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
      Municipalities in Ontario 
                                                                         
       
       
 



 

 

106 Earl Thompson Road, 3rd Floor 

PO Box 1060 

Ayr, ON  N0B 1E0 

 
 
March 11, 2026 
 
Sent via Email: 
Premier of Ontario, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Minister of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the 
Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade, MPP Brian Riddel, the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and all Municipalities in 
Ontario 
 
RE: Resolution – Support for Bill 21, Protect our Food Act, 2025 
 
Please be advised, at the Council Meeting held on March 9, 2026 the Township of North 
Dumfries Council considered the enclosed resolution received from the Township of Southgate 
regarding Support for Bill 21, Protect our Food Act, 2025 and adopted the following resolution:  
 

“THAT the Resolution received from the Township of Southgate regarding Support for Bill 
21, Protect our Food Act, 2025 be received;  

 
WHEREAS arable land is a critical finite resource; and 

 
WHEREAS Ontario loses as much as 319 acres of farmland a day; and 

 
WHEREAS Ontario’s farmland provides food, fiber and fuel to all of Ontario and beyond; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of North 
Dumfries support Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 and strongly urges the provincial 
government to support this and every measure to protect our farmland, to aggressively 
prevent further losses and to ensure the future of agriculture in Ontario for future 
generations; and 

 
That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Minister of Economic 
Development, Job Creation and Trade, MPP Brian Riddell, the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and all Municipalities in Ontario.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, or concerns. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Ashley Good, Clerk  
Township of North Dumfries  
519-632-8800 ext. 122 
agood@northdumfries.ca  
 
encl. 

mailto:agood@northdumfries.ca
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Township of Southgate  Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1  Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0  Web: www.southgate.ca 

February 20, 2026 

Re: Township of Southgate – Support for Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 

Please be advised that at the February 18, 2026, regular Council meeting, the Council 
of the Corporation of the Township of Southgate, approved the following:  

No. 2026-073 
Moved By Councillor Shipston
Seconded By Councillor Ferguson

WHEREAS arable land is a critical finite resource; and 
WHEREAS Ontario loses as much as 319 acres of farmland a day; and 
WHEREAS Ontario’s farmland provides food, fiber and fuel to all of Ontario and 
beyond; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of 
Southgate support Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 and strongly urges the 
provincial government to support this and every measure t protect our farmland, to 
aggressively prevent further losses and to ensure the future of agriculture in Ontario 
for future generations; and 
That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Minister of Economic 
Development, Job Creation and Trade, MPP Paul Vickers, Senator Rob Black, the 
Ontario Federation of Agriculture, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and all 
Municipalities in Ontario. 

If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey Green, Clerk 
Township of Southgate 

http://www.southgate.ca/
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CC: Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
      Honourable Trevor Jones, Minister of Agriculture Food and Agribusiness 
      Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks       
      Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs 
      Honourable Victor Fedeli, Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and 
      Trade 
      MPP Paul Vickers – Bruce – Grey – Owen Sound 
      Senator Rob Black 
      Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
      Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
      Municipalities in Ontario 
                                                                         
       
       
 



 
Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc Council Resolution 
Support for Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 
Date: Monday, March 16, 2026 

Moved by: Councillor Willsie 
Seconded by: Councillor Derbyshire 

WHEREAS the Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc is a community deeply rooted in agriculture, with a 
significant portion of our local economy and heritage dependent on the sustainability of farming and 
food production; 
 
AND WHEREAS Ontario is losing an estimated 319 acres of farmland daily to non-agricultural 
development, posing a significant threat to the province's long-term food security and the viability of 
the agri-food sector; 
 
AND WHEREAS Bill 21, the Protect Our Food Act, 2025, currently before the Legislative Assembly of 
Ontario, seeks to preserve productive agricultural land by requiring Agricultural Impact Assessments 
before zoning changes can occur and by establishing a Foodbelt Protection Plan; 
 
AND WHEREAS the protection of prime agricultural land is not only a matter of food sovereignty but 
also of fiscal responsibility, as low-density residential sprawl on farmland frequently incurs higher 
long term infrastructure and service costs for municipalities compared to agricultural land use; 
 
AND WHEREAS providing certainty regarding the agricultural land base encourages long-term 
investment by farmers in their operations, soil health, and local businesses, thereby strengthening 
the rural economy of Strathroy-Caradoc; 
 
AND WHEREAS low-density urban sprawl increases the per-capita cost of municipal infrastructure 
and service delivery—including roads, water, wastewater, and emergency services—creating a long-
term financial burden on the Municipality that often exceeds the tax revenue generated by such 
development; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc 
hereby expresses its support for the principles and objectives of Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025, 



 
to ensure that Ontario’s prime agricultural land is preserved for future generations; 
 
AND THAT Council directs the Clerk to send a letter of support for Bill 21 to the Honourable Doug 
Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable Trevor Jones, Minister of Agriculture, Food and 
Agribusiness; the Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; the Honourable 
Lisa Thompson, Minister of Rural Affairs and the leaders of the Opposition parties; 
 
AND THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the 
Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), and all municipalities within the County of Middlesex to 
encourage broader municipal support. 

Carried. 
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Proposed 7 Regional Conservation Authorities (RCA) Final Optimized 9 Regional Conservation Authorities (RCA)
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Current State
Regions, single-tier, lower-

tier

Consolidated
Regions, counties, single-tier

% Change 

Number of CAs 36 9 75.0%

Municipalities part of 1 CA 126 57 54.8%

Municipalities part of  ≥ 2 CAs 60 16 73.3%

Municipalities part of  ≥3 CAs 19 4 78.9%  

Municipalities part of  ≥4 CAs 3 1 66.7%

Municipalities part of  ≥5 CAs 2 0 100%

•



13

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

14

Existing 36 Conservation 
Authorities

9 Regional Conservation 
Authorities

Statutory amalgamation

Early 2027
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The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 15.2.
Resolution Number 26-039
Title: Request that the Minister of Education extricate the West Parry Sound

municipalities from the Near North District School Board
Date: Friday, March 13, 2026

Moved by: Councillor Sheard
Seconded by: Councillor MacLeod

WHEREAS the Town of Parry Sound, at its Regular Meeting held on November 18, 2025, requesting
that the Minister of Education extricate the West Parry Sound Municipalities from the Near North
District School Board, with a first preference to reinstate the former West Parry Sound District School
Board, and a second preference to join the Simcoe Muskoka District School Board; and

WHEREAS the West Parry Sound Municipalities collectively support this initiative and wish to present a
united position to the Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Education; and

WHEREAS concerns have been raised regarding the underrepresentation of West Parry Sound
trustees on the Near North District School Board despite the region contributing education levy
revenues at a significantly higher proportion; ongoing governance issues within the Board; and the
handling of the JK–12 school construction project affecting the West Parry Sound area; and

WHEREAS students residing in the Township of The Archipelago attend schools within the West Parry
Sound family of schools for their elementary and secondary education; and

WHEREAS the residents of The Township of The Archipelago contribute more per household in
education levies than any other municipality in the Districts of Parry District and North Bay, and

WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Township of The Archipelago wishes to support its
students and families and calls upon the Minister of Education to address these long-standing concerns
to ensure that students in West Parry Sound are not further disadvantaged;



 
 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of The
Archipelago hereby supports the Town of Parry Sound’s request to the Minister of Education to
extricate the West Parry Sound municipalities from the Near North District School Board, with the sole
preference to reinstate the former West Parry Sound District School Board; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to the Premier Doug Ford, the Minister
of Education Paul Calandra, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Rob Flack, the Associate
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing and MPP for Parry Sound Muskoka Graydon Smith, Chief
Adam Pawis of Shawanaga First Nation, Chief Warren Tabobondung of Wasauksing First Nation,
Mayors and Reeve of Parry Sound District, FONOM, AMO, OSUM and the Community Schools
Alliance.

Carried



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 15.11.
Resolution Number 26-048
Title: West Parry Sound Health Centre - MRI Machine
Date: Friday, March 13, 2026

Moved by: Councillor Sheard
Seconded by: Councillor Cade Fraser

WHEREAS the Parry Sound District municipalities and institutions manage the delivery of key services
with dramatic seasonal population increases from over 46,000 permanent residents to over 100,000
seasonal residents during peak months, aging population, and major northern highways through our
territory; and

WHEREAS the West Parry Sound Health Centre (WPSHC) successfully underpins the municipalities of
West Parry Sound and their residents with efficient and effective integrated medical services; and

WHEREAS the WPSHC is one of only five medium-sized hospitals in Ontario without a magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) capability and missing a fundamental component of modern acute care; and

WHEREAS an in-hospital, fully provisioned diagnostic service provides a standard of safe, integrated,
and predictable care for our rural, northern communities, and recognizes the additional pressure of
major highway transportation routes throughout our district; and

WHEREAS in-hospital, fully provisioned MRI diagnostic service will attract first-rate medical resources
to WPSHC; and

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario is currently in the process of adding 50 new MRI machines to 43
hospitals across the province to address these gaps.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of The Archipelago (The Archipelago)
supports the Province’s consideration of funding an in-hospital MRI, fully integrated into the WPS
healthcare system; and



 
 
 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that The Archipelago asserts that the implementation of an integrated in-
hospital MRI is the only financially responsible and safe model for rural and northern residents; and

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable Sylvia Jones, Minister
of Health for Ontario and Deputy Premier, the Honourable Graydon Smith, Associate Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing and MPP for Parry Sound Muskoka, Chief Adam Pawis of Shawanaga
First Nation, Chief Warren Tabobondung of Wasauksing First Nation, Mayors and Reeve of Parry
Sound District, FONOM, AMO, and OSUM.

Carried





https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2026/2026-03-14/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2026/2026-03-14/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2
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https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2026/2026-03-14/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne3
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Township of Puslinch  

7404 Wellington Road 34 
Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0 

www.puslinch.ca 
 

March 17th, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
RE:  Township of Puslinch Support Resolution No.2026-059 Regarding Consent item 6.7 
Township of Perry Support Resolution Regarding Reduced Rate Distribution of Library 
Resources 
 
 
Please be advised that Township of Puslinch Council, at its meeting held on March 4th, 2026 
considered the aforementioned topic and subsequent to discussion, the following was resolved: 
 

Resolution No. 2026-059:      Moved by Councillor Bailey and  
       Seconded by Councillor Sepulis 

 
That the Consent Agenda item 6.7 listed for March 4, 2026 Council meeting be received 
for information; and 
 
That Council direct staff to send a support resolution accordingly.  
 

CARRIED  
 

 

Jordan Fraser, Planning and 
Development Coordinator 
Intern  
VIA EMAIL: 
planning@townshipofperry.ca 
 
 

The Honourable Joel 
Lightbound, Minister of 
Government 
Transformation, Public 
Works and Procurement 
VIA EMAIL: 
joel.lightbound@parl.gc.ca 

Scott Aitchison, MPP Parry 
Sound-Muskoka 
VIA EMAIL:  
Scott.Aitchison@parl.gc.ca 

Hon. Graydon Smith, MPP 
Parry Sound-Muskoka 
VIA EMAIL:  
graydon.smith@pc.ola.org 



 

As per the above resolution, please accept a copy of this correspondence for your information 
and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Justine Brotherston  
Municipal Clerk 
 
CC: All Ontario Municipalities 







OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

Phone: (807) 274-5323 | Fax: (807) 274-8479 

Mailing Address: 320 Portage Avenue 
Fort Frances, ON  P9A 3P9 

Email: town@fortfrances.ca 
Website: www.FortFrances.ca 

 

March 16, 2026 

To Whom It May Concern; 
 

This letter is to formally inform you that at the Regular Council Meeting of February 9, 2026, the 
following oral motion was carried by Mayor and Council: 

 

Oral Motion: 
 
THAT Council provide a resolution of support for the City of Sarnia letter regarding Mayoral 
Authority and Municipal Police Budget Sustainability; 

AND THAT the resolution of support be forwarded to all Ontario municipalities, the Honourable 
Doug Ford and all those cc’d in the City of Sarnia letter.  
 
Mover: Kaleb Firth 
Seconder: Bill Morrison Jr  
Result: CARRIED 

 

Thank You / Merci / Miigwech, 

 

Ally Lewis 
Deputy Clerk 

mailto:town@fortfrances.ca
http://www.fortfrances.ca/
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THE CITY OF SARNIA
Office of the Moyor

The Honourabte Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Legislative Buitding

Queen's Park
Toronto, ON M7A 141

February 19,2026

Re: MayoraL Authority and Municipal Potice Budget Sustainabitity

Dear Premier Ford,

I am writing to express concern regarding the province's current position that [imits a mayor

and council,'s abil,ity to meaningfutty reduce or amend pol,ice service budget proposats

once they have advanced through locaI potice governance Structures.

Municipal. leaders across Ontario are operatingwithin an increasingty constrained fiscal

environment. Escatating administrative costs, combined with sustained growth in potice

budgets, are ptacing significant pressure on municipaI finances. Without the toots to

inftuence or moderate these expenditures, municipatities are left financiatty vutnerabte,

undermining tong-term stabiLity and responsibte budget ptanning.

Mayors and members of counciI are accountabte to residents for overat[ municipaI fiscaI

heatth. However, under the province's current interpretation, they lack sufficient authority

to address one of the fastest-growing areas of locaI spending. This creates a ctear

imbatance in accountabitity, where etected l,eadership bears responsibil'ity for budget

outcomes without the abil.ity to manage risk, respond to toca[ conditions, or ensure

al.ignment with broader mu nici paI priorities.

You have recentty noted that education costs have become unsustainabte, and the

Minister of Finance has expressed simil,ar concerns regarding heatth care expenditures.

Po[icing costs present the same chattenge, with the added constraint that mayors are now

unabte to intervene. This l,imits a municipatity's capacity to batance competing service

demands, invest in preventative and sociat supports, and respond ftexibty to emerging

community priorities, including housing. Over time, this approach risks crowding out

essentiaI services and capitaI projects whil,e ptacing increased pressure on taxpayers.



ln Sarnia, veto authority was used for the first time, and onty with respect to capital

funding. The operationat police budget, which has increased by 400/o ovil the past four

years, was teft untouched. The mayoral veto removed a proposed $5 mittion capital, item

that woul,d have committed the municipatity to a long-term financial obl,igation estimated

to reach $t ZO mittion. At[owing such exposure without intervention woutd have been

fiscal,ty irresponsibte and inconsistent with the principtes of responsibte municipaI

governance. The existing buitding was reported to be suitabte for upgrades and

maintenance at a cost of approximatety $5 miLl,ion; however, the Sarnia Potice Board and

Chief have insisted that the Cadittac of atl buitdings is required. Proceeding with this option

woutd saddte the taxpayers with substantiat tong-term debt and sustained tax increases for

decades to come.

Atter 2l years of carrying municipat debt, the City of Sarnia has just recentty achieved the

distinction of being one of the few debt-free cities in Ontario. Under the current framework,

renewed debt witL become unavoidabte, with financiaI impacts extending to future

generations.

White this issue may not yet have arisen in every municipatity responsibl,e for funding and

overseeing its own potice service, the experience in Sarnia ittustrates a chattenge that other

mayors may reasonabty face in future budget years. As pol,icing and capital costs continue

to escal.ate, circumstances witl, emerge where etected municipal leaders are required to

intervene to protect long-term fiscat sustainabitity. This is a criticaI issue that warrants

carefuI reconsideration. I have therefore copied Heads of Council for municipatities across

Ontario to unite in encouraging an approach that better atigns accountabititywith

decision-making and supports more sustainabte municipat governance across Ontario.

Given the practical, impLications for municipaI budget detiberations and fiscat ptanning, I

bel,ieve this matter shou[d be addressed in advance of the next municipat councit taking

office. I respectful,Ly urge the province to engage with municipatities on this issue and to

exptore Legisl,ative or pol.icy adjustments that woutd provide locaI etected leaders with the

toots necessaryto manage fiscat pressures responsibty, transparentty, and in the best

interests of their communities.



I appreciate your attention to this issue and look forward to the province's consideration of

next steps.

Sinc

Mike Bradl,ey

Mayor, City of Sarnia

Cc The Honourabl.e Michaet S. Kerzner, Soticitor General
The Honourabl,e Rob Ftack, Minister of Municipat Affairs and Housing

The Honourabte Peter Bethtenfal.vy, Minister of Finance
Heads of counciI for municipatities across Ontario
Bob Bail,ey, MPP for Sarnia-Lambton
Sarnia City Council,

Encl,.: CBC News February 18,2026 - Provine e tetls On!-ario mayors they- e anll use ,strong

Bo-wefsl-on Bolice budge-Is I CB-C.New-s

CTV News February 18, 2026 - Sarnin ?*Li** &*nr* w*ig*ing ry?T:i*** ir elf *rt*t*
bu itd new_ head q"qa rte rs

255 Christino St N
Sornio ON NZT ZN2

P: 519-332-0330 ext. 3312 F: 519-332-3995 moyor@sornio.co www.sornro.co
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Province tells Ontario mayors they canrt use

'strong powers'on police budgets

Finance expert says province needs to review fiscal relationship with

municipalities to keep up with costs
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A file plroto of a police officerwalkinq in clowntown Hamilton, ont. (Bobby Hristova/cBC)

The Ontario government is reminding municipal leaders that they cannot use their

provincially granted "strong mayor powers" to challenge or limit police budgets.

This comes two months after Sarnia's mayor vetoed his city's police budget request of

$5 million for a new police headquarters, in what's led to an ongoing battle over the

city's police funding.

In a letter sent to mayors and police board chairs in January, the province reiterated

that municipalities are required to provide police boards with "sufficient funding" to

comply with the Community Safety and Policing Act (CSPA).

"The Head of Council's strong mayor budget powers do not include the power to limit

police service board budget increases orveto estimates submitted by police service

boards," Solicitor General Michael Kerzner and Municipal Affairs Minister Rob Flack

wrote in their Jan. 12 letter.



',Although municipalities are not required to adoptthe board's estimates as submitted,

they cannot approve or reject specific line items within the estimates'"

o Less than half of 'strong mayors' were using powers before Ontario expanded

system: reports

Municipal budgets include estimates of amounts required during the year and includes

various boards, the letter explains. A police service board must submit their operating

and capital costs to municipalities, which then establish the service's overall budget.

premier Doug Ford's government created the strong mayor system in 2022 and it now

applies to 216 mayors. The powers give the leaders control over appointments, the

ability to hire and fire most city staff, vetoes over some council votes and the ability to

pass some bylaws with support of only a third of council support.

'We can't chop public safetyr says Premier

When asked by CBC about the issue of strong mayor powers relating to police budgets

on Tuesday, Ford said investments in public safety need to be a top priority.

"We can't chop safety and protecting communities," Ford told reporters. "We need to

make sure our priority is keeping our community safe because right now people don't

feel safe. So we have to continue investing in our police, give them the tools they need

to keep our community safe."

Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley disagrees arguing the legislation prevents municipalities

from balancing the needs of police and taxpayers. He said Sarnia police has received a

45 per cent operational increase over the last four years, and he only vetoed one capital

spending item which the city cannot afford this year'

Sarnia,s Mayor Mike Bradley says police budget increases in recent years have led to spending cuts in other city

projects. (Facebook)

"The province has just wiped out our ability to control spending in our own

communities. In most cases fpolice budgets] run from 30 to 40 per cent of the



municipal budget, so what the Ford government is saying is that councils and mayors

cannot touch it," he said.

"So the message is, police boards who are unaccountable, can now just setthe budget

and the taxpayers have to pay. That's a pretty shocking statement from Queens Park."

Bradley argues he has supported increasing police budgets for frontline services, which

have been substantial over the years and have led the city to cut back on spending for

other projects.

In its letter, the province clarifies that there are dispute resolution mechanisms under

the CPSA, namely arbitration, when a council disagrees with a police board's budget

req uest.

Municipalities limited in challenging police budgets

However, proving a case against the police can be difficult for municipal councils who

don't often have the capacity or technical knowledge to offer a challenge, said Nigel

Bellchamber, a London, Ont., consultant specializing in municipal finances.

"It's a high barthatthe municipality hasto meet in orderto succeed in an arbitration,"

he said, noting that municipalities are tasked with funding a variety of services whose

costs outpace infl ation.

"As a result, there are some significant challenges and tough decisions being made as

to prioritizing capital expenditures in municipal budgets, So councils and municipal

staff, whether you're in a strong mayor situation or not, they're all caught in a very

difficult situation."

Niqel Bellchamber is a cousultar.tt in Lonclon, Ont., who specializes in municipal firrances (Nigel

Bellchamber/Linkedltr)

Bellchamber said the provincial and municipal fiscal relationship hasn't been properly

reviewed in about 25 years and it needs to be revisited to respond to changing

economic demands.



London's Mayor Josh Morgan agrees. His council approved a historic $672-million

investment in police spending during the last four-year budget, and while he's satisfied

with the results of crime trending lower in the city, ballooning police budgets are a

concern for municipalities, he said.

"Obviously when the largest portion of your budget is increasing by a fair amount,

that's concerning in multiple ways," said Morgan.

',It's difficultfor a municipalityto shoulder all of the necessary investments in public

safety that we need to make with all of the other things that we're obligated to do, and

with the revenue streams we have available to Lls'"

Morgan said it's important for municipalities to partner with provincial and federal

governments to seek "broad-based, stable multi-year support for public safety funding."

In London's case, Morgan notes the police returned more than $2'3 million to city

coffers in the budget's first two years.
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euestions of 'strong moyor'veto powers remoin ofter province ottempts to clorify police budgets

Bv Brvdn Bicknell

Published: Febrrrary 18, 2026 at 5:14PM EST

The chair of the Sarnia Police Service Board says the board is still weighing options in its

bid to build a new police headquarters.

The comments follow a letter from Ontario's Solicitor General to municipalities that

mayors cannot use so-called strong mayor powers to challenge police budgets'

"we sent the letter to council requesting that the veto to be vetoed, basically, and that the

five million ldollars] be added back into the budget," explained Board chair Kelly Ash. "we

are re-evaluating, looking to see what we can get accomplished with the funds that we

do have, while still hoping that council does deliberate over the $5 million so that we can

get started."



Lale last year sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley vetoed the city's police budget request of $5

million to begin work on a new police headquarters. Bradley insists he's not about to re-

open the city budget.

"This idea that police boards noq without any accountability, they're not elected and they

don,t report to the public and you can't remove them, will now be able to say t0 any town,

'This is how much money we want each year, and govern yourself accordingly. You're

going to have to find money or kill other projects that are really important to your

community because we re number one,"' he said.

ln London, the police budget has also been a sensitive item.
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The most recent police budget passed two years ago in the city's four-year budget cycle

increased police spending by 5672 million.

The London Police Service has since returned $2.3 million in a bid to keep municipal

property taxes at bay, explains London Mayor Josh Morgan.

"lt's a pretty high bar to set for a municipality to not supply the budget, which is why my

approach has been to work closely with the police board as a member of the board. And

this board has returned dollars for lhe past two years," Morgan said

lntroduced in 2022f or Ontario's largest urban centres, strong mayor powers were

expanded last year to include all 2i 6 Ontario mayors. At least one legal opinion suggests

this was when questions of inlerpretation began to arise.
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London Coun. Sam Trosow is a retired Western University law professor' He believes the

strong mayor legislation was rushed.

"l think if it was the intention of the legislature to categorically exempt police services

matters from the act they would have or they should have said so. ,And they probably

rushed this through so quickly, maybe they didn't even bother to think about it,"

he explained.

,,But 
I think that the mayor of Sarnia is within his rights to challenge this part of the

budget," Trosow said.
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL

Councillor C. MCDONALD
Mayor J. McG EY

//
CARRIED: ' DEFEATED:

J
stponed to:

Whereas Magnetawan First Nation (MFN) has expressed concerns with the Highway 69

Expansion running directly through Magnetawan Reserve #1, with no confirmation yet by

the Ontario Government to negotiate an existing land claim;

Now therefore the Town of Parry Sound requests that the Provincial Government clarify

its intentions with respect to the land claim and resolving the issue of additional MFN

lands being taken for the expansion of Highway 69; and

That this resolution be sent to Premier Ford, Minister of Transportation, MP Scott

Aitchison, MPP Graydon Smith, West Parry Sound Area Municipalities, the municipalities

of Killarney, French River and the City of Greater Sudbury, and the First Nations of

Magnetawan, Henvey Inlet and Shawanaga.

yor J
'e
McGarvey

NO. 2026 - (L730

DIVISION LIST YES NO DATE: March 17, 2026

Councillor G.ASHFORD
Councillor J. BELESKEY

MOVED BY:

Councillor P. BORNEMAN
Councillor B. KEITH

%
/ z/

Councillor D. McCANN SECONDED BY:
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 March 17, 2026 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario  
Premier's Office  
Room 281, Main Legislative Building 
Queen's Park  
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5 
 
The Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Education 
5th Floor 
438 University Avenue 
Toronto, ON  M7A 2A5 
 

via email: premier@ontario.ca 
        minister.edu@ontario.ca 

 
RE: Request for Provincial Consultation and Transparency Regarding Potential Changes 

to English Public School Board Governance 
 
Dear Premier Ford and Minister Calandra, 
 
At their regular scheduled meeting of March 16, 2026, Council of the Municipality of 
Bluewater received correspondence from Michael Bannerman, Board of Trustees Chair 
for the Avon Maitland District School Board regarding the potential changes to the 
English Public School Board Governance and passed the following resolution: 
 
MOVED: Councillor Harris SECONDED: Councillor Walden  
THAT Council of the Municipality of Bluewater supports the Avon Maitland District 
School Board in their request to the Government of Ontario to undertake a 
comprehensive, province-wide consultation process before moving forward with any 
changes to the governance structure of English public school boards; and  
 
THAT this resolution be circulated to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, 
the Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Education, MPP Lisa Thompson all Ontario 
municipalities. CARRIED. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chandra Alexander 
Acting CAO/Manager of Corporate Services/Clerk 
 
Encl:  Letter from Avon Maitland District School Board Trustee Chair 
 
cc:   Michael Bannerman, Chair, Board of Trustees 

MPP Lisa Thompson 
All Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca
mailto:minister.edu@ontario.ca
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As a board serving a large and predominantly rural geographic area, we also wish to emphasize the critical 
importance of the democratically elected trustee role in ensuring that rural perspectives are represented in 
education decision-making. Trustees provide an essential local voice for communities whose priorities and 
challenges may differ significantly from those experienced in larger urban centres. Issues such as student 
transportation, long travel distances, rural school viability, access to programming, and community 
connectivity are often best understood by locally elected representatives who live and work in those 
communities. Preserving avenues for rural representation helps ensure that provincial education policies 
reflect the realities of students and families across all regions of Ontario. 

We are also concerned that removing English public school trustees could have unintended consequences 
for representation and accountability within the system. In many boards, legislated First Nations 
representation and student trustees play an important role in ensuring diverse voices are heard in decision­
making. The loss of elected trustees could impact these mechanisms that currently provide important 
perspectives at the governance table. 

We are aware that the Waterloo District School Board has written to the Ombudsman's Office to request an 
investigation into the fairness, transparency, and accountability of the process used to implement changes 
to the school board governance model, and we are in full support of this request. 

The Trustees of the Avon Maitland District School Board remain committed to working collaboratively with 
the Ontario Ministry of Education and the Government of Ontario to support a strong, transparent, and 
responsive public education system. We believe that transparency, evidence-based decision-making, and 
meaningful consultation will best serve students, families, and communities across the province. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We would welcome the opportunity to participate in any 
consultation process or discussion regarding the future governance of Ontario's public education system. 

Sincerely, 

-1;\, 
Michael Bannerman 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
Avon Maitland District School Board 

cc: AMDSB Trustees 
MPP Lisa Thompson 
MPP Matthew Rae 
Local Municipa,lities 
Local Media Outlets 
Ontario Public School Boards' Association and Member Boards 
AMDSB Parent Involvement Committee 
AMDSB Special Education Advisory Committee 
AMDSB Parent Councils Chairs 

Dr. Graham Shantz, Director of Education and Secretary of the Board Michael Bannerman, Chair of the Board



  Municipality of Bluewater • 14 Mill Avenue, Zurich, ON N0M 2T0 1 of 2 
     P: 519.236.4351 • F: 519.236.4329 • W: municipalityofbluewater.ca 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 March 17, 2026 
 
 

RE: Ontario Regulation 391/21: Blue Box 
 
The Council of the Municipality of Bluewater passed the following resolution at their 
March 16, 2026 regular meeting: 
 
MOVED: Councillor Harris  SECONDED: Councillor Hessel  
 
WHEREAS under Ontario Regulation 391/21: BIue Box producers are fully accountable 
and financially responsible for their products and packaging once they reach their end of 
life and are disposed of, for 'eligible' sources only; and 

WHEREAS 'ineligible' sources, which producers are not responsible for, include 
industrial, commercial, and institutional locations (IC & I) such as businesses, places of 
worship, daycares, campgrounds, public-facing and internal areas of municipal-owned 
buildings, and not-for-profit organizations, such as shelters and food banks; and 

WHEREAS failure to include 'ineligible sources under the Ontario Regulation 391/21: 
Blue Box program is in essence a provincial tax on ineligible sources; and 

WHEREAS should a municipality continue to provide services to the 'ineligible sources, 
the municipality will be required to oversee the collection, transportation, processing of 
the recycling; and 

WHEREAS changes may result in many small businesses and not-for-profit 
organizations losing access to comparable recycling services and force them to seek 
providers at a much higher cost than the previous services rendered through the Blue 
Box collection system; and 

WHEREAS the rising costs of collection of recycling for industrial, commercial and 
institutional recycling may lead to the abandonment of recycling entirely, increasing 
environmental damage; and 

WHEREAS landfilling needs throughout the Province of Ontario are already at capacity 
in many communities; and  

WHEREAS The Municipality of Bluewater has approximately 150 or more "non-eligible" 
sources that will not be provided service from the Producer Responsibility Organization; 
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NOW THEREFORE the Municipality of Bluewater Council hereby request that the 
province amend Ontario Regulation 391/21: Blue Box so that producers are responsible 
for the end of-life management of recycling products from small businesses and not-for-
profit organizations within the industrial, commercial and institutional sectors; and 

FURTHER THAT Council hereby request the support of all Ontario Municipalities; and 

FURTHER THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of 
Ontario; the Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation, and 
Parks; the Honorable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; and the 
Honorable Lisa Thompson, Minister of Rural Affairs and the local MPP for Huron-Bruce. 
CARRIED. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Chandra Alexander 
Acting CAO 
Manager of Corporate Services/Clerk 
 
 



 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

March 13, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of March 10, 2026 the following 
resolution regarding OPP - Sustainable Police Services Funding was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-111 

DATE:        January 29, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor Roberts 
 
SECONDED BY:  Councillor Hirsch 

WHEREAS Ontario municipalities are required to maintain a police service or detachment 
board; and 

WHEREAS policing is a provincially legislated responsibility, yet municipalities are bearing 
the brunt of rising costs to implement provincial mandates; 

WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) has asserted that the fiscal 
framework enabling municipalities provided critical policing and public safety services is 
broken, and AMO requests an urgent update of the provincial-municipal fiscal relationship; 

WHEREAS double digit increases in municipal annual Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
budgets are unsustainable, especially as Ontario municipal police services tackle provincial 
responsibilities such as mental health, addictions, and homelessness challenges that place 
police resources under enormous financial strain; 

WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are experiencing increased police operating and 
capital costs directly related to new compliance and operational standards required under 
the Community Safety and Policing Act, 2019 (the Act); 

WHEREAS the costs of other measures such as providing provincial court security are 
increasing and are not part of providing core, adequate and effective municipal policing; and 

WHEREAS rural municipalities are especially negatively impacted by these developments; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the County of Prince Edward 
(Council) requests that the Province provide financial assistance to municipalities to offset 
all additional costs directly and demonstrably incurred as a result of compliance with the Act 
and not general increases to police budgets; and 

THAT Council urges the Province of Ontario to expeditiously review and reform its current 
police grant programs to ensure a more equitable distribution of funding to municipalities, so 
that communities with changing populations and expanding service demands receive fair 
and sustainable provincial support; and 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

THAT this resolution of Council be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Solicitor General 
of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), Eastern Ontario Wardens' 
Caucus (EOWC), the Ontario Association of Police Services Boards (OAPSB), and all 
Ontario municipalities for endorsement. 

CARRIED 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Roberts, Councillor Hirsch 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


Town of Whitby 
575 Rossland Road East,  
Whitby, ON L1N 2M8 
905.430.4300 
whitby.ca 
  

 
 

March 13, 2026 

Via Email 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
premier@ontario.ca 
 
 Re: Request for a Comprehensive Review of the Provincial-Municipal Fiscal 

Framework 

Please be advised that at its meeting held on March 9, 2026, the Council of the Town of 
Whitby adopted the following as Resolution # 41-26: 

Whereas current provincial–municipal fiscal arrangements are undermining the 
Town of Whitby’s economic prosperity and the quality of life of its residents; 
Whereas nearly one third of all municipal spending in Ontario is directed toward 
services in areas of provincial responsibility, with expenditures outpacing 
provincial contributions by approximately $4 billion annually; 
 
Whereas the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) has emphasized that 
the ongoing requirement for municipalities to fund provincial responsibilities—
such as social housing, health related capital obligations, and social services—
results in at least $1.5 billion annually in net municipal expenditures for social 
housing alone, a problem unique to Ontario; 
 
Whereas municipalities are further required to contribute 10% of capital funding 
for new provincial hospitals, diverting local revenue away from essential 
municipal infrastructure; 
 
Whereas municipal revenue sources, primarily property taxes, do not grow at the 
same rate as the economy or inflation, yet municipalities—including the Town of 
Whitby—are responsible for managing major growth related infrastructure such 
as roads, transit, water, sewer, fire, and parks; 
 
Whereas only 34 cents of every residential property tax dollar collected in Whitby 
remains with the Town, while 55 cents flows to the Region of Durham and 11 
cents to school boards; 
 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca


Page 2 of 4 
 

Whereas AMO has highlighted that provincial housing related revenues—
including $5.8 billion in Land Transfer Tax revenues in 2021/22, which exceeded 
the provincial budget plan by $2 billion, as well as billions in HST revenue from 
new home construction—are not currently shared with municipalities, despite 
being generated by housing activity that requires significant local infrastructure 
investment; 
 
Whereas AMO has stated that allocating a portion of these housing related 
provincial revenues to municipalities would provide a predictable, growth linked 
revenue stream necessary to support housing targets and the expansion of 
critical public infrastructure; 
 
Whereas AMO has cautioned that proposals to reduce or limit development 
charges shift costs away from growth and onto existing property taxpayers, 
threatening the ability of municipalities to finance essential infrastructure, given 
that most municipal reserves are already allocated to specific projects or required 
for responsible asset management practices; and, 
 
Whereas municipal staff have already identified $2.5 million in expenditure 
reductions for 2026 and continue to identify efficiencies through the ongoing 
2026 Core Services Review. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that: 
 

1. The Council of the Town of Whitby once again calls upon the Province of 
Ontario to work collaboratively with the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO) and Ontario Big City Mayors (OBCM) to undertake a 
comprehensive Social and Economic Prosperity Review to modernize and 
realign the provincial–municipal fiscal framework, ensuring that municipal 
revenues are aligned with the actual costs of today’s service delivery and 
growth; 
 

2. The Town of Whitby requests that this review specifically address the $4 
billion annual gap where municipal property taxes are currently used to 
fund provincial responsibilities, including social housing, health, and 
transit, and further evaluate: 
 
• the $1.5 billion annual municipal burden created by the provincial 

download of social housing costs; 
 

• the requirement for municipalities to fund 10% of provincial hospital 
capital projects; and, 
 

• the opportunity to allocate a portion of provincial Land Transfer Tax 
and HST revenues generated by housing activity to municipal 
infrastructure supporting growth. 
 



 

3. The Province be urged to establish a predictable, housing linked revenue 
stream for municipalities that reflects the economic, social, and 
infrastructure demands associated with growth, including addressing the 
financial impacts of changes to development charges; and, 
 

4. A copy of this resolution be forwarded to: 
 

• The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
 

• The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Health; 
 

• The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance; 
 

• The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing  
 

• The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure; 
 

• The Honourable Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community 
and Social Services; 
 

• Lorne Coe, MPP (Whitby); 
 

• The Region of Durham;  
 

• The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); 
 

• The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM); and, 
 

• All Ontario Municipalities. 
 
Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the Office of 
the Town Clerk at 905.430.4300. 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Narraway 
Sr. Manager of Legislative Services/Deputy Clerk 
clerk@whitby.ca  
 
Copy: C. Harris, Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk - clerk@whitby.ca 

F. Wong, Commissioner of Financial Services/Treasurer - wongf@whitby.ca 
     

mailto:clerk@whitby.ca
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The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health - 
Sylvia.Jones@ontario.ca 
The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance - minister.fin@ontario.ca 
The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing - 
minister.mah@ontario.ca 
The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure - 
Minister.MOI@ontario.ca   
The Honourable Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social 
Services - MinisterMCCSS@ontario.ca 
Lorne Coe, MPP (Whitby) - lorne.coe@pc.ola.org   
Alexander Harras, Regional Clerk, The Regional Municipality of Durham - 
clerks@durham.ca  
Lindsay Jones, Executive Director, Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO) - ljones@amo.on.ca 
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) – info@fcm.ca  
All Ontario Municipalities  

mailto:Sylvia.Jones@ontario.ca
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           TOWNSHIP OF 

     CARLING 
                                                                         

 

2 West Carling Bay Road, Nobel ON P0G 1G0 

Email: mtaylor@carling.ca 

Phone: 705-342-5856   

Fax: 705-342-9527 

 

March 11, 2026  

RE: 2025 Food and Housing Affordability Data              

At the Township of Carling’s Regular Meeting of Council held on March 10, 2026 Council passed 
the following resolution: 

 

 
26-020.7                                                 Moved by Councillor Wing   
                                                                                                            Seconded by Councillor Doubrough 
 
WHEREAS improved financial stability allows municipal residents to participate, contribute and 

invest in their local economies and communities;  

AND WHEREAS poverty puts additional pressure on municipalities, who are responsible for 

delivering necessary public and social services to support residents who are struggling with the 

consequences of inadequate income;  

AND WHEREAS income is an important social determinant of health that greatly impacts on 

physical and mental health;  

AND WHEREAS the 2025 North Bay Parry Sound food affordability results show that 

households reliant on social assistance do not have enough money for the costs of living;   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Carling supports efforts to raise 

awareness about and work to reduce poverty, homelessness and food insecurity;  

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Carling endorse the recommendations 

from the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit and call on the Province of Ontario to 

increase Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Programs rates to reflect the costs of 

living and index Ontario Works rates to inflation going forward;  

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Carling provide correspondence of these 

resolutions to the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit, neighbouring municipalities, 

Graydon Smith MPP, Parry Sound –Muskoka, Scott Aitchison MP, Parry Sound –Muskoka, 

District of Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board (DSSAB), Associations of 



Municipalities of Ontario, Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities and the Council of 

Ontario Medical Officers of Health                                                       

 Carried  

If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 705-

342-5856 ext. 9181 or mtaylor@carling.ca  

 

Sincerely 

 

Mackenzie Taylor    
Deputy Clerk  
 
CC: North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit  
       Municipalities in North Bay Parry Sound Health Unit District  
       Graydon Smith, Minister of Provincial Parliament for Parry Sound –Muskoka  
       Scott Aitchison, Minister of Parliament for Parry Sound –Muskoka  
       District of Social Services Administration Board 
       Association of Municipalities of Ontario   
       Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities  
       Council of Ontario Medical Officers of Health  
        
 
 



  
Darrin Canniff 

Mayor/CEO 
P 519-436-3219 

ckmayor@chatham-kent.ca  
 

 
 
March 20, 2026 
 
The Right Honourable Mark Carney 
Prime Minister of Canada  
Via email: Pm@pm.gc.ca 
 
The Honourable Marjorie Michel 
Minister of Health  
Via email: Marjorie.michel@parl.gc.ca 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Via email: Premier@ontario.ca 
 
The Honourable Sylvia Jones 
Minister of Health 
Via email: Sylvia.Jones@ontario.ca 
 
Dear Prime Minister Carney, Minister Michel, Premier Ford and Minister Jones: 
 
Re: Food Insecurity Emergency Declaration 
 
The following motion was passed by Council declaring food insecurity an emergency in our 
community. This declaration reflects our growing concern about the impact of food 
insecurity on the health and well-being of residents across Chatham-Kent. 
 
In passing this motion, we have joined other cities in Ontario who have declared food 
insecurity an emergency and hope it will initiate collaborative action and policy development 
at the provincial and federal levels of government. 
 
“Whereas food insecurity is defined as, the inadequate or insecure access to food due to 
financial constraints, a marker of material deprivation (poverty), and a serious public health 
problem because it increases the risk of non-communicable and infectious diseases, and 
premature death.  
 
Whereas chronic stressors like disability, precarious work, and acute shocks like COVID-19, 
illness or eviction, make it more difficult to afford life’s basic needs and live free from 
poverty. Whereas income-based policies are necessary to effectively reduce household food 
insecurity, which Chatham-Kent Public Health reports is experienced by at least 1 in 5 
households in Chatham-Kent. Whereas the income provided through provincial and federal 
programs has not kept up with rising costs of food, housing and other basic needs.  

Cont’d… 
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Whereas Ontario Works rates have been frozen since 2018: the maximum single person  
monthly benefit for basic needs is $343 and $390 for shelter, totalling $733 per month.  
 
Whereas Chatham-Kent Public Health reports a single person on Ontario Works spends 
~134% of their income on food and rent. Whereas the Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
provides programs and services that decrease the impacts of poverty and income inequality 
and provides participants with a better quality of life which can positively improve health 
and well-being.  
 
Whereas the number of individuals using Chatham-Kent Outreach for Hunger has increased 
by ~38% from 2022 to 2024, from 2781 unique individuals in 2022, to 3752 unique 
individuals in 2024, with a ~51% increase in families with children.  
 
Whereas the number of households using the food assistance program within the Village 
Pantry has increased by ~124%, from 76 unique households in 2022, to 170 unique 
households in 2024.  
 
Whereas the number of meals served to under-housed people by Reach Out Chatham-Kent 
has increased by ~17% from 2022 to 2024, from 43,594 meals in 2022, to 51,313 meals 
2024.  
 
Whereas Hope Haven has already had 4000 more visits in 2025 compared to 2024.  
 
Whereas poverty costs Ontario around $27.1 – 33 billion dollars per year: justice system 
$1.1 billion; health care $3.9 billion; lost income $19.4 – 25 billion; lost tax revenue $2.7 – 3 
billion.  
 
Whereas the provincial Poverty Reduction Strategy’s (Building a Strong Foundation for 
Success: Reducing Poverty in Ontario (2020-2025)) primary measure of success is that more 
social assistance recipients move into employment, despite people with employment income 
being one of the fastest growing groups at food banks.  
 
Whereas the Chatham-Kent Food Policy Council’s mission is to lead in the development of 
relevant policies and to advocate for our local food system, and values that all people should 
have physical and economic access to healthy, culturally diverse, local food.  
 
Whereas the Chatham-Kent Food Policy Council’s Strategic Plan for 2025-2027 highlights 
the need to advocate for government-level policies that impact food systems, and 
specifically, to advocate for income-based solutions to food insecurity to provide families 
with more agency in food choices.  
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Mayor and Council support the advocacy of the Chatham-
Kent Food Policy Council by declaring food insecurity an emergency in the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent.  

Cont’d… 
 



Darrin Canniff 
Mayor/CEO 

P 519-436-3219 
ckmayor@chatham-kent.ca 

And that Mayor and Council request the Provincial Government focus its upcoming 2026-
2030 Poverty Reduction Strategy around reducing measures of material deprivation, such 
as food insecurity.  

And that Mayor and Council request the Provincial Government immediately raise social 
assistance rates to meet life’s basic needs.  

And that Mayor and Council request the Provincial and Federal Governments to address the 
causes of food insecurity by establishing a Guaranteed Livable Basic Income for those living 
in poverty.  

And that Mayor and Council request the Provincial and Federal Governments to increase the 
rates of income support programs to ensure they are adequate to address the basic needs 
of individuals and families.  

And that Mayor and Council request that the Provincial and Federal Governments include 
the reduction of food insecurity as a component of all appropriate government policies.  
And that a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Association of Local Public Health 
Agencies (ALPHA), Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Federation of 
Municipalities of Canada (FCM), Ontario Municipal Social Services Association (OMSSA), all 
Ontario Municipalities, all Members of Provincial Parliament and Parliament, The Right 
Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada, all federal party leaders, the 
Honourable M.P.P. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, the Ontario Minister of Health Sylvia 
Jones, and the Federal Minister of Health Marjorie Michel.” 

Sincerely, 

Darrin Canniff, Mayor/CEO 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 

C: All Members of Provincial Parliament and Parliament 
Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) 
Federation of Municipalities of Canada (FCM) Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Ontario Municipal Social Services Association (OMSSA) 
Ontario Municipalities 







 

 

SENT VIA EMAIL: info@dfo-mpo.gc.ca  

March 23rd, 2026 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 

RE: Letter of Support for the preservation of the Jones Island Rear Lighthouse 

On behalf of the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin, I am writing to 

express Council’s support for preservation of the Jones Island Rear Lighthouse, a Recognized 

Federal Heritage Building and longstanding navigational landmark within the Georgian Bay 

region. 

For more than 130 years, the lighthouse has served as a vital navigational aid and a valued 

symbol of our maritime heritage, recognized by residents, visitors, and tourism operators 

across the West Parry Sound area. 

Council understands that the Canadian Coast Guard has announced plans to demolish the 

existing structure and replace it with a modular 80-foot metal tower. While we acknowledge 

the importance of safe navigation, Council shares community concerns that demolishing this 

historic structure would result in an irreversible loss and may not align with the spirit of the 

Heritage Lighthouse Protection Act. 

Council respectfully requests that demolition plans be paused to allow for meaningful public 

engagement and consideration of potential restoration options. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Ann MacDiarmid 

Mayor, Township of Seguin 

cc: Lis McWalter via email mcwalter.lis@gmail.com 

The Hon. Joanne Thompson, Minister of Fisheries via email DFO.Minister-

Ministre.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

mailto:info@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:mcwalter.lis@gmail.com
mailto:DFO.Minister-Ministre.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:DFO.Minister-Ministre.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca


 

 
 

Northumberland County 
Council Resolution 
 

  
 

Corporation of the County of Northumberland 
555 Courthouse Road, Cobourg, ON  K9A 5J6 

SENT VIA EMAIL  March 19, 2026 
 
All Ontario Municipalities 

Re: Correspondence, Town of Cobourg 'Elbows Up for Climate Action' 
 

At a meeting held on March 18, 2026 Northumberland County Council approved 
the following Resolution # 2026-03-18-212 adopting the below recommendation 
from the March 2, 2026 Public Works Committee meeting 

Moved by Councillor Mandy Martin  
Seconded by Councillor John Logel 

"That the Public Works Committee having considered correspondence from the 
Town of Cobourg regarding 'Elbows Up for Climate Action', recommend that 
County Council support the correspondence and send a copy of this resolution to 
all Ontario Municipalities." 

 Council Resolution # 2026-03-18-212 Carried 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact the undersigned at bennettt@northumberland.ca or by telephone at 
905-372-3329 ext. 2238. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tonia Bennett 
Manager of Legislative Services / Clerk 
Northumberland County 

mailto:bennettt@northumberland.ca






 

 

Resolution 

The Corporation of the 
Town of Cobourg 

1 

City of Brantford Town of Cobourg 
58 Dalhousie St., 55 King Street West,  
Brantford, Ontario N3T 2J2 Cobourg, ON, K9A 2M2 
 clerk@cobourg.ca 
Sent via email  
clerks@brantford.ca  December 24, 2025 

RE: Correspondence from David Miller regarding Elbows Up for Climate Action Letter 

Please be advised that the Town of Cobourg Council, at its meeting held on November 
26, 2025, passed the following resolution: 
 
THAT Council support the correspondence from C40 Centre for City Climate Policy and 
Economy regarding Elbows Up for Climate Action; and 
 
FURTHER THAT Council direct Staff to send a copy of this resolution to all Ontario 
municipalities. 
  
Sincerely,  

 
Kristina Lepik 
Deputy Clerk/Manager, Legislative Services 

  

mailto:clerk@cobourg.ca
mailto:clerks@brantford.ca


English
(https://elbowsupforclimate.ca/)

Français
(https://elbowsupforclimate.ca/francais/)

Join Us

Climate Impacts
(https://elbowsupforclimate.ca/climate-impacts/)

Elbows Up For Climate Action

An open letter from Canada’s local leaders

Messrs. Blanchet, Carney, Pedneault, Poilievre, Singh, and Ms. May:

We are mayors and councillors from across Canada, where we represent and serve millions of residents of all

political backgrounds. Like so many of you, we are already feeling the effects of U.S. trade attacks in our

communities through lost jobs, uncertainty for businesses, and increased costs of daily living.

Increasingly, we are also guiding our communities through another kind of crisis: recurring wildfires, floods,

storms and deadly climate events. We believe this is the moment for Canada to fight back, by investing in

national projects that will connect and protect our country from the dual threats of tariffs and climate

change. 

Leading through a climate emergency changes you. You can’t witness elderly neighbours overheating in

low-income apartments during a heat wave, and not recognize the critical role of well-insulated, affordable

housing. You can’t comfort people who have lost everything in floods and fires, and not wonder how we will

afford to rebuild. You can’t watch your kids and loved ones choke on toxic wildfire smoke without knowing

the time to act boldly on climate change is right now – because later is too late.

Over the past decade, we’ve watched wildfires rip through nearly every part of our country. Just like you, we

were stunned when Lytton disappeared off the map. Then parts of Halifax went up in flames. Last year,

wildfires engulfed the iconic and beloved Jasper. What’s next? Who’s next?

We can’t keep watching our homes, towns and forests burn to a crisp, and pretend the status quo is

working or safe. We can’t adapt our way out of this problem. 

It is time for us to get to work. We are proposing five bold and achievable ideas the next federal government

can implement as soon as it is elected, to tariff-proof our economy and create a jobs boom in every

community:

create a national East-West-North clean electric grid, delivering affordable energy to urban, rural and

Indigenous communities across the country; 

build a national high-speed rail network, and extend it with locally-made electric buses to reach every

community in this country;

build at least two million non-market, energy-efficient homes, creating more affordable, transit-

linked communities;

make our homes and buildings warmer in winter, cooler in summer with retrofits and heat pump

installations across the country, that will cut energy bills and pollution;

…. and fund a national resilience, response and recovery strategy so our communities can prepare

for the climate disasters we know are coming, respond when they hit, and rebuild afterwards.

 

These projects would create hundreds of thousands of good local jobs in cities, rural and Indigenous

communities, using Canadian steel, aluminum and lumber. They would bolster our economy and make

daily life safer and more affordable for all of us. We can afford to pay for them now: by redirecting billions of

dollars in fossil fuel subsidies, and strengthening the polluter pays principle, for example.  

This is the kind of action that this moment calls for. That is why it has been so disappointing to hear voices

following Donald Trump’s lead and using this crisis to revive long-dead and unpopular pipeline projects. Let’s

be honest: new pipelines require massive public handouts, trample on Indigenous sovereignty, and mean

more climate disasters hitting our cities and towns in years to come.

https://elbowsupforclimate.ca/
https://elbowsupforclimate.ca/francais/
https://elbowsupforclimate.ca/climate-impacts/


As local leaders, we know that whatever their political backgrounds, our constituents are worried about the

same things: good jobs; a safe and affordable place to live; and confidence that their leaders have a plan for

the next crisis we face, whether a climate disaster – or an economic sucker punch from our closest ally.

We are facing a growing climate threat, and an attack on our economic sovereignty. We can and must

take them both on at once. This federal election, let’s put our elbows up for climate action, and commit to

truly national projects to protect and connect our country. 

Signed

Councillor Neville Abbott, Lions Bay

Councillor Samantha Agtarap, Port Moody

Conseiller Francis Allaire, Blainville

Councillor Phil Allt, Guelph

Conseiller Pierre-Luc Arsenault, Chandler

Councillor Jordan Back, North Vancouver

Councillor Adam Baden-Clay, Antigonish County

Councillor Lori Baldwin-Sands, St. Thomas

Conseillère Anne Barabé, Boucherville

Former Mayor Lisa Barrett, Bowen Island

Councillor Dale Bass, Kamloops 

Councillor Haley Bateman, Niagara

Councillor Jeff Bateman, Sooke

Mairesse Évelyne Beaudin, Sherbrooke

Councillor Scott Beaver, St. Mary’s

Councillor Donna Bell, Sechelt

Councillor Nancy Bepple, Kamloops

Mayor Andrew Black, Tantramar

Mayor Merlin Blackwell, Clearwater

Conseiller Loïc Blancquaert, Saint-Lambert

Councillor Gabrielle Blatz, Wetaskiwin

Conseiller Jacques Bouchard, Saint-Jérôme

Councillor Phil Brennan, Severn

Conseillère Gabrielle Brisebois, Montmagny

Councillor Riley Brockington, Ottawa

Mayor Alan Brown, Butternut Valley

Councillor Don Brown, View Royal

Councillor Matthew Brown, Kaslo

Mayor Vickey Brown, Cumberland

Councillor Jo-Dee Burbach, Stratford

Councillor Guy Burry, Muskoka Lakes

Councillor Sue Cairns, Kimberley

Councillor Ruby Campbell, New Westminster

Councillor Leanne Caron, Guelph

Deputy Mayor Marty Carr, Ottawa

Councillor Erin Caton, Guelph

Deputy Mayor Godwin Chan, Richmond Hill

Councillor Debbie Chapman, Kitchener

Mayor Scott Christian, Region of Queens

Councillor Karen Cilevitz, Richmond Hill



Former Mayor Charlie Clark, Saskatoon

Mayor Lucas Cleveland, Cobourg

Conseiller Jean Cloutier, Deschambault-Grondines

Councillor Will Cole-Hamilton, Courtenay

Mayor Spencer Coyne, Princeton

Conseillère Catherine Craig-St-Louis, Gatineau

Councillor David Croal, Gibsons

Conseiller Alvaro Cueto, Longueuil

Maire Martin Damphousse, Varennes

Councillor Tom Davis, St. John’s

Councillor Tobin Day, Georgian Bluffs

Councillor Lisa Deacon, Russell Township

Conseiller Etienne Decelles, Sainte-Angèle-de-Monnoir

Councillor Matt Dell, Victoria

Councillor Kacy DeLong, District of Lunenburg

Conseillère Anik Des Marais, Gatineau

Conseillère Alicia Despins, Québec

Councillor Sean Devine, Ottawa

Mayor Corrie DiManno, Banff

Councillor Deborah Doherty, Collingwood

Mayor Rob Douglas, North Cowichan

Councillor Nadia Dubyk, Grey Highlands

Conseiller Étienne Dupuis, Crabtree

Councillor Hilary Eastmure, Nanaimo

Councillor Alison Evans, Pitt Meadows

Area Director Andrew Fall, qathet Regional District

 Councillor Jay Fallis, Orillia 

Councillor Jon Farmer, Owen Sound

Councillor and Islands Trustee Sue Ellen Fast, Bowen Island

Councillor Ryan Fequet, Yellowknife

Councillor David Ferreira, London

Councillor Jane Fogal, Halton Hills

Mayor Adrian Foster, Clarington

Deputy Mayor Sarah Fowler, Tahsis

Councillor Skylar Franke, London

Councillor Danielle Fraser, Westville

Councillor David Froh, Regina

Councillor Pete Fry, Vancouver

Area Director Justine Gabias, Halfmoon Bay

Councillor Nora Gambioli, District of West Vancouver

Councillor Chantal Garneau, Halton Hills

Councillor Amit Gaur, Parksville

Conseillère Mélodie Georget, Mont-Saint-Hilaire

Maire Paul Germain, Prévost

Councillor Ben Geselbracht, Nanaimo

Councillor Derek Giberson, Oshawa

Councillor Cindy Gilroy, Winnipeg

Conseillère Christine Gingras, Plessisville

Councillor Angela Girard, North Vancouver

Councillor Rodrigo Goller, Guelph



Councillor Robin Goodfellow-Baikie, North West River

Councillor Steve Gray, Metchosin

Councillor Lauren Greenlaw, Squamish

Councillor Alison Gu, Burnaby 

Maire Pierre Guénard, Chelsea

Maire Marc-André Guertin, Mont-Saint-Hilaire

Councillor Wendy Hall, Jasper

Councillor Danika Hammond, New Denver

Mayor Jennifer Handley, Nanton

Councillor Colby Harder, Langford

Councillor Jimmy Hassan, Kingston 

Former Mayor Lisa Helps, Victoria

Councillor Erin Hemmens, Nanaimo

Councillor Bonnie Henderson, Stratford

Former Mayor Brad Henderson, Saint Andrews

Councillor Tasha Henderson, New Westminster

Deputy Mayor Benjamin Hendriksen, Yellowknife

Mayor Greg Henley, Oxford

Councillor Linda Heshka, Melville

Councillor Doug Hillian, Courtenay

Councillor Claire Holloway Wadhwani, Port Hope

Councillor Jenn Houghtaling, Cumberland County

Conseiller David Huggins-Daines, Sainte-Adèle

Mayor Armand Hurford, Squamish

Mayor Michael Hurley, Burnaby

Mayor Richard Ireland, Jasper

Councillor Trina Isakson, Powell River

Councillor Chris Istace, North Cowichan

Former Mayor Don Iveson, Edmonton

Conseillère Rita Jain, Chelsea

Councillor Michael Janz, Edmonton

Councillor Laine Johnson, Ottawa

Mayor Patrick Johnstone, New Westminster

Councillor Evan Jolicoeur, Courtenay

Councillor Christopher Justice, North Cowichan

Mayor Todd Kasenberg, North Perth

Councillor Theresa Kavanagh, Ottawa

Councillor Jonathan Kerr, Comox

Councillor Susan Kim, Victoria

Mayor Peter Koetsier, Township of Georgian Bay

Mayor Sean Krausert, Canmore

Councillor Cameron Kroetsch, Hamilton

Mayor Dan Kutcher, Summerside 

Councillor Johanna Kwakernaak, Berwick

Conseiller Dominic Labrie, Chelsea

Councillor Joy Lachica, Peterborough

Councillor Michel Lalonde, Champlain​​

Maire Guillaume Lamoureux, La Pêche

Conseiller Jérémy Laplante, Paspébiac

Conseillère Julie Lavoie, Beloeil



Councillor Casey Law, New Denver

Mayor Andrew LeBlanc, Riverview

Conseiller Joey Leckman, Prévost

Conseillère Line Légaré, Saint-Adolphe-d’Howard

Councillor Jeff Leiper, Ottawa

Conseiller Martin Leprohon, Saint-Basile-le-Grand

Conseillère Laure Letarte-Lavoie, Sherbrooke

Councillor Rik Logtenberg, Nelson

Mayor Adam Lordon, Miramichi

Councillor Joel Loughead, Grey Highlands

Councillor Gord Lovegrove, Kelowna

Councillor Amy Lubik, Port Moody

Area Director Patti MacAhonic, Fraser Valley Regional District

Conseillère Cecilia Macedo, Laval

Councillor Kate MacNaughton, Prince Edward County

Councillor Leah Main, Silverton

Councillor Lucy Maloney, Vancouver

Councillor Paul Manly, Nanaimo

Councillor John Manuel, Golden

Mairesse Maude Marquis-Bissonnette, Gatineau

Mairesse Marie-Andrée Mauger, Verdun, Montréal

Area Director Robyn Mawhinney, Strathcona Regional District

Councillor Brian Mayes, Winnipeg

Councillor Reid McAlpine, Markham

Mayor Dorothy McCabe, Waterloo

Councillor Melanie McCollum, Courtenay

Councillor Ian McGrath, Truro

Councillor Cat McGurk, Yellowknife

Councillor Jessica McIlroy, North Vancouver 

Councillor Tom McLennan, Yellowknife

Area Director Donna McMahon, Sunshine Coast Regional District

Conseillère Robin McPherson, St. Catharines

Councillor Jennifer Meilleur, Comox

Councillor Shawn Menard, Ottawa

Conseillère Kim Méthot, Saint-Basile-le-Grand

Former Mayor, David Miller, Toronto

Mayor Nicole Minions, Comox

Councillor Cathy Moore-Coburn, Georgian Bluffs

Mayor Andy Morel, Rossland

Conseiller David Morin, Mont-Saint-Hilaire

Councillor Wendy Morin, Courtenay

Councillor Lenore Morris, Whitehorse

Trustee Deb Morrison, Islands Trust

Councillor Joy-Anne Murphy, Camrose

Area Director Alison Nicholson, Cowichan Valley Regional District

Councillor Katrina Nightingale, Pemberton

Councillor Troy Nixon, Fernie

Councillor Vincent Noël, La Prairie

Conseiller Jérôme Normand, Montréal



Councillor Lukas Oakley, County of Brant

Deputy Mayor Sheilagh O’Leary, St. John’s

Councillor Sean Orr, Vancouver

Councillor Lisa Osanic, Kingston

Conseiller Keith Page, Nelson

Councillor Aaron Paquette, Edmonton

Councillor Jasmin Parker, Saskatoon

Conseillère Valérie Patreau, Outremont, Montréal

Local Trustee Laura Patrick, Salt Spring Island / Islands Trust

Conseillère Véronique Payette, Crabtree

Councillor Leslie Payne, Nelson

Councillor Elizabeth Peloza, London

Councillor Kourtney Penner, Calgary

Councillor Gord Perks, Toronto

Councillor Liz Petrie, Goderich 

Councillor Chris Pettingill, Squamish

Councillor Teale Phelps Bondaroff, Saanich

Councillor Stéphanie Plante, Ottawa

Mairesse Valérie Plante, Montréal

Councillor Catherine Pope, North Vancouver

Maire Jacques Poulin, Fossambault-sur-le-Lac

Councillor Matt Rodrigues, Waterloo

Councillor Sherri Rollins, Winnipeg

Councillor Erin Rutherford, Edmonton

Councillor Bridget Ryan, Erin

Councillor Maita Santiago, Burnaby

Councillor Dianne Saxe, Toronto

Councillor Ken Sentance, Thorold

Councillor Margo Sheppard, Fredericton

Conseillère Julie Simoneau, La Prairie

Councillor Anne Skipsey, Qualicum Beach 

Councillor Alison Smith, Lunenburg

Councillor Evan Spencer, Calgary

Councillor Tony St-Pierre, Sooke

Mayor Michelle Staples, Duncan

Councillor Wendy Stephen, Kingston

Councillor Dan Stevens, Chase

Councillor Anne Stevenson, Edmonton

Former Mayor Kennedy Stewart, Vancouver

Councillor Jenna Stoner, Squamish

Councillor Stephanie Stretch, Kitchener

Councillor Jenny Tan, Maple Ridge

Councillor Keren Tang, Edmonton

Councillor Kyle Tapper, Mackenzie

Councillor Alvin Tedjo, Mississauga

Councillor Daniel Tetrault, Burnaby

Conseiller Jonathan Théorêt, Chertsey

Councillor Troy Therrien, Cumberland

Conseillère Natacha Thibault, Otterburn Park

Conseillère Isabelle Thibeault, Mont-Saint-Hilaire



Councillor Dave Thompson, Victoria

Councillor Jeremy Thorne, Riverview, 

Area Director Roger Tierney, Regional District of Central Kootenay

Councillor Senos Timon, Saskatoon

Deputy Mayor Nathan Townend, Loyalist Township

Councillor Brandon Tozzo, Kingston

Maire Mathieu Traversy, Terrebonne

Councillor Sam Trosow, London

Conseiller Alexandre Turcotte, Otterburn Park

Conseiller Benjamin Turcotte, Val-d’Or

Conseillère Elizabeth Ulin, Montreal West

Councillor Tony Valente, North Vancouver

Conseillère Stephanie Valenzuela, Montreal

Councillor Penny Varney, Gravenhurst

Mairesse Mélanie Villeneuve, Otterburn Park

Conseiller Christopher von Roretz, Dorval

Councillor Mary Wagner, Langford

Councillor Tim Wake, Bowen Island

Councillor Courtney Walcott, Calgary

Councillor Nick Ward, Cumberland

Conseiller Alexandre Warnet, Laval

Councillor Pat Warren, Kawartha Lakes

Mayor Bob Wells, Courtenay

Councillor Courtney Wentzell, Region of Queens

Mayor David West, Richmond Hill

Deputy Mayor Ghislaine Wheaton, St. Stephens

Councillor Laura White, Halifax

Councillor Howard Williams, Wolfville

Councillor Pam Wolf, Region of Waterloo

Councillor Michael Wolfe, Richmond

Councillor Sean Wood, Parksville

Councillor Theresa Wood, District of Invermere

Councillor Jesse Wright, District of Mackenzie

Councillor Julie Wright, Waterloo

Councillor Keith Yacucha, Langford

Councillor Shanon Zachidniak, Regina

Councillor Margaret Zwart, Clarington

Join Us



THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL

No. 2026— «Jib

DIVISION LIST YES NO DATE: March 17, 2026

Councillor G.ASHFORD MOVED BY:
Councillor J. BELESKEY
Councillor P. BORNEMAN
Councillor B. KEITH
Councillor D. McCANN
Councillor C. MCDONALD

CARRIED: DEFEATED: Postponed to:

Mayor J. McGAR EY r / /I éil
\i/

a

Vy“

The Council of the Town of Parry Sound hereby supports the Township of The

Archipelago‘s Resolution 26-026 which formally requests that the Province of Ontario

maintain local, independent, municipally governed, watershed-based Conservation

Authorities; and

That Council does not support the proposed Eastern Lake Ontario Regional

Conservation Authority boundary configuration as outlined in Environmental Registry

Notice 025-1257; and

That this resolution be forwarded to the Minister ofthe Environment, Conservation and

Parks, the Minister of Natural Resources, the Premier of Ontario, the Association of

Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), and area municipalities for information and support.

Mayor Jami cGarvey



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 15.4.
Resolution Number 26-026
Title: Request to Province to maintain local, independent, municipality governed

watershed-based conservation authorities
Date: Friday, February 20, 2026

Moved by: Councillor MacLeod
Seconded by: Councillor Cade Fraser

WHEREAS the Township of The Archipelago has long demonstrated a strong and unwavering
commitment to environmental stewardship, watershed protection, and the preservation of its globally
significant Georgian Bay shoreline, wetlands, forests, and inland waters for present and future
generations; and

WHEREAS Conservation Authorities play a critical role in watershed-based resource management,
natural hazard prevention, and environmental protection through local, independent, and municipally
governed organizations; and

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed changes to Conservation Authority boundaries and
governance, including the creation of an “Eastern Lake Ontario Regional Conservation Authority,” as
outlined in Environmental Registry Notice 025-1257; and

WHEREAS the Township of The Archipelago has received a number of resolutions from municipalities
expressing concerns with, and not supporting, the proposed changes to Conservation Authority
structures and boundaries;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council of the Corporation of the Township of The
Archipelago formally requests that the Province of Ontario maintain local, independent, municipally
governed, watershed-based Conservation Authorities; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that Council does not support the proposed “Eastern Lake Ontario
Regional Conservation Authority” boundary configuration as outlined in Environmental Registry Notice
025-1257; and

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of the Environment,



 
 
 

Conservation and Parks, the Minister of Natural Resources, the Premier of Ontario, the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), and area municipalities for information and support.

Carried



https://www.ohap.haacms.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/signin
https://www.ontario.ca/page/honours-and-awards-community#section-2
https://www.ontario.ca/page/honours-and-awards-community#section-2






 

 
Recorded Vote Requested by: 
 
........................NA................................... 
 Yea Nay 
J. Levesque ____ ____ 
T. Popkie ____ ____ 
L. Thomson ____ ____ 
R. Tripp ____ ____ 
R. Weir ____ ____ 

 

 
________________________________________ 

MAYOR 
 
Declaration of Pecuniary Interest: 
 
..............NA............................ 
Disclosed his/her/their interest(s), vacated he/her/their 
seat(s), 
abstained from discussion and did not vote 

 

 

 
 

Council Resolution Form 
 
 
Date: 19 Mar 2026  No: Resolution No.58-26 

Moved By: 

Seconded By: 

Councillor Thomson 

Councillor Tripp 

 Disposition: CARRIED. 

   Item No: 13.1 

 
Description:  Canada Post Rate Reductions for Libraries - Motion brought forward by Councillor Thomson 

 
 
RESOLUTION: 

That Council support Resolution #2026-078 carried by the Council of the Township of Perry on 
February 18, 2026, calling upon the Government of Canada to maintain and protect reduced-rate 
postal distribution for library materials, and; 
  
That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Township of Perry, Minister of Government 
Transformation, Public Services and Procurement Joel Lightbound, MP Cheryl Gallant, MPP Billy 
Denault, and all Ontario Municipalities for support. 
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Recorded Vote Requested by: 
 
........................NA................................... 
 Yea Nay 
J. Levesque ____ ____ 
T. Popkie ____ ____ 
L. Thomson ____ ____ 
R. Tripp ____ ____ 
R. Weir ____ ____ 

 

 
________________________________________ 

MAYOR 
 
Declaration of Pecuniary Interest: 
 
..............NA............................ 
Disclosed his/her/their interest(s), vacated he/her/their 
seat(s), 
abstained from discussion and did not vote 

 

 

 
 

Council Resolution Form 
 
 
Date: 19 Mar 2026  No: Resolution No.59-26 

Moved By: 

Seconded By: 

Councillor Thomson 

Councillor Popkie 

 Disposition: CARRIED. 

   Item No: 13.2 

 
Description:  Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) Extension - Motion brought forward by 
Councillor Thomson 

 
 
RESOLUTION: 

That Council support Resolution #7 carried by the Council of the Township of North Glengarry on 
February 23, 2026, calling for an extension and review of the Ontario Community Infrastructure 
Fund (OCIF), and;  
  
That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Township of North Glengarry, the Premiere of 
Ontario Doug Ford, the Minister of Infrastructure Kinga Surma, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing Rob Flack, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and all Ontario Municipalities. 



  
   

 
  

   

   
   

           

                

      

               

          

               
                  

 

              

            

      

             

            

      

               

             

     

                       

                
    

              

            

        

              

           

 

                 

         

    





The Corporation of the 
          Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan 

Email: deputy-clerk@osmtownship.ca     Telephone: 705.295.6852     Facsimile 705.295.6405 
P.O. Box 70 20 Third St Keene, ON K0L 2G0 

Visit our website at www.osmtownship.ca or follow us on Twitter @OSMTownship 

 

 

March 23, 2026 
 
Via Email: mtruelove@rideaulakes.ca 
 
Rideau Lakes 
1439 County Road 8 
Delta, Ontario K0E 1G0 
 
Dear Mayor Arie Hoogenboom: 
 
Re: Resolution - Rideau Lakes Concerns re Alto High Speed Rail Project (Bill C-15 Budget) 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan at its 
meeting on March 16th, 2026, passed the following resolution: 
 
R67-2026 
 
Moved by Councillor Terry Holmes 
Seconded by Councillor Mark Allen 
 
That Council hereby supports the letter to Senator from Rideau Lakes regarding concerns 
with the Alto High Speed Rail Project (Bill C-15 Budget), as attached. 
  
And further that this resolution be forwarded to all parties listed on the original 
correspondence. 

CARRIED. 
Yours truly, 
Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan 

 
Liz Ross 
Deputy Clerk 
 
Cc: Prime Minister of Canada 
 MP Emma Harrison 
 The Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

The Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
All Ontario Municipalities  

mailto:deputy-clerk@osmtownship.ca
http://www.osmtownship.ca/
mailto:mtruelove@rideaulakes.ca


 

 

 

March 10, 2026 

Dear Senator, 

Re: Rideau Lakes Concerns re Alto High Speed Rail Project (Bill C-15 Budget) 

We in Rideau Lakes Township are writing this letter because of major concerns about 
the Alto High Speed Rail Project (HSR), as well as a request to fully evaluate our 
concerns of Bill C-15 in relation to Alto HSR and expropriation of land. 
 
The Alto HSR is lacking full and meaningful consultation of critical information for the 
early design and development phase. We recognize that having this information is 
important to the engineers in determining routes that minimize disruptions to the 
communities, residents, businesses, farmland, waterways, environment, and 
ecosystems that they pass through. What we have experienced is less than adequate 
information upon which to base our ability to conduct impact assessments involving our 
rural communities, agriculture, businesses, and countless heritage buildings and 
monuments. Alto’s recently proposed Southern Ontario route included a 10 km wide 
corridor, and they provided high-level maps which are not useful in determining the 
impacts which more detailed route maps would give us and that are vital to our informed 
feedback. Without more information from Alto, this reduces our more local and valuable 
ability to provide critical information to Alto planners and engineers. 
 
HSR will divide communities. There will be a major impact on our roadways for school 
buses, public transportation and emergency vehicles given the many closed roadways 
when fences are erected along the HSR route. This will increase mortality and morbidity 
as it will take longer to receive timely care. Farther to travel will also increase emissions 
and costs for plowing and road maintenance. Without more information from Alto, this 
reduces our local and valuable ability to provide critical information to Alto planners and 
engineers. 
 
The Southern route would traverse the UNESCO recognized Frontenac Arch Biosphere 
Region, the ancestral lands of the Haudenosaunee (Kanienʼkehá꞉ka) and Anishinaabeg 
(Algonquin); where a land bridge of the Canadian Shield connects the Algonquin and 
Laurentian Highlands to the Adirondack Mountains in the USA. Many animals use this 
migration route in both directions every year, and unless wildlife corridors are included 
in the ALTO plans, this would cut off their migration. 
 
This does not begin to speak to the negative impact on tourism which is estimated in the 
order of $30 million for the UNESCO Rideau Canal system from Ottawa to Kingston. 
 



Another major concern is that the government proposes to grant Alto, as a Crown 
Corporation, the right to 3 methods of property expropriation! Until now the government 
itself held the right to a single method of property expropriation. This causes our 
residents varying degrees of stress ranging to mental anguish if their properties are 
affected and they will not get full current market value if they decided to sell. Under the 
new proposed legislation, they would be forced to sell to the Corporation! This is of 
particular concern to many potentially affected property owners who are in the business 
of farming and feeding our population. 
 
Cost analysis to build the railway in the northern and southern routes has not been 
done. We have also been told that a route parallel to the St. Lawrence River and Lake 
Ontario is not viable. We do not have enough information to understand why this option 
is not viable. 
 
Rideau Lakes Township is asking you, and your Senate colleagues, to undertake your 
considered review of our concerns that are being sent to you for First Reading. We 
hope that you will see that this portion of Bill-C15 (HSR and expropriation) is premature, 
given that there are many unanswered questions and important issues have not been 
adequately addressed in the information provided. There has been inadequate public 
consultation to move to the development stage of this generationally important 
Canadian transportation project affecting so many lives along whatever corridor may 
eventually be approved. Should the Senate determine that a delegation to a Senate 
committee be appropriate with a view to consolidating recommendations for changes 
that would go back to the House of Commons, we would be available to participate, of 
course upon invitation. 
 
Thank you for your attention in this very important matter affecting all of us here and 
across Ontario! It would be very much appreciated if I could receive a response in order 
to brief my Council. 
Yours respectfully, 

 
 
Arie Hoogenboom 
Mayor, Rideau Lakes Township 
mayor@rideaulakes.ca 
613-323-0901 
 
Cc: Prime Minister of Canada 

All Members of Parliament 
All Provincial Cabinet Ministers 
MPP Steve Clark 
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
All Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:mayor@rideaulakes.ca


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
 
March 24, 2026 
 
Via email: trevor.jones@pc.ola.org 
 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness 
11th Floor  
77 Grenville Street 
Toronto, ON M7A 1B3 
 
Dear Hon. Trevor Jones,   
 
Re: Ontario Veterinary College Enrollment Capacity 
 
Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at 
their March 16, 2026, Regular Council Meeting: 
 
126-2026 
Moved By: Jim Dietrich 
Seconded by: Wendy McLeod-Haggitt   
That South Huron Council supports the February 26, 2026 correspondence 
of the Township of Papineau-Cameron regarding Ontario Veterinary 
College Enrollment Capacity; and 
 
That this supporting resolution and the originating correspondence be 
circulated to the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, Trevor 
Jones, the Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade, 
Victor Fedeli, the Minister of Colleges, Universities, Research Excellence 
and Security, Nolan Quinn, Lisa Thompson, MPP, the Canadian Veterinary 
Medical Association, AMO, and all municipalities in Ontario.   
 
Result: Carried 
 
Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator 
Municipality of South Huron 
kwebster@southhuron.ca 

mailto:trevor.jones@pc.ola.org
mailto:awolfe@southhuron.ca


519-235-0310 x. 232 
 
Encl. 
cc:  Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade, Victor Fedeli, 

vic.fedeli@pc.ola.org; the Minister of Colleges, Universities, Research 
Excellence and Security, Nolan Quinn, nolan.quinn@pc.ola.org; MPP Lisa 
Thompson, lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org; Canadian Veterinary Medical 
Association, admin@cvma-acmv.org; AMO, resolutions@amo.on.ca; and 
all municipalities in Ontario.   

 

mailto:vic.fedeli@pc.ola.org
mailto:nolan.quinn@pc.ola.org
mailto:lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org
mailto:admin@cvma-acmv.org
mailto:resolutions@amo.on.ca






 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
 
March 24, 2026 
 
Via email: stan.cho@pc.ola.org 
 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Gaming  
6th Floor  
438 University Ave.  
Toronto, ON M7A 1N3 
 
Dear Hon. Stan Cho,   
 
Re: Ontario Heritage Organization Development Grant Advocacy  
 
Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at 
their March 16, 2026 Regular Council Meeting: 
 
125-2026 
Moved By: Aaron Neeb 
Seconded by: Ted Oke  
That South Huron Council supports the February 17, 2026 correspondence 
of the Township of McNab/Braeside regarding Ontario Heritage 
Organization Development Grant Advocacy; and 
 
That this supporting resolution and the originating correspondence be 
circulated to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Gaming, Stan Cho, Lisa 
Thompson, MPP, AMO, and all municipalities in Ontario.   
Result: Carried 
 
Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator 
Municipality of South Huron 
kwebster@southhuron.ca 
519-235-0310 x. 232 
 
Encl. 

mailto:stan.cho@pc.ola.org
mailto:awolfe@southhuron.ca


cc:  MPP Lisa Thompson, lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org;  AMO, 
resolutions@amo.on.ca ; and all municipalities in Ontario.   

 

mailto:lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org
mailto:resolutions@amo.on.ca
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sawSARNIA

ONTARIO
THE CITY OF SARNIA
Office of the Moyor

The Honourabte Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Legistative Buitding

Queen's Park
Toronto, ON M7A 141

March 25,2026

Re: Time-Sensitive: Strengthening Municipal,Accountabitity and Pubtic Trust (Bitt 9)

Dear Premier Ford,

When we met in Sarnia Last August, we discussed Bil,t 9 and its intent to strengthen

municipat accountabitity. At that time, I affirmed my support for the province's effort to

move this tegistation forward. The fundamentaI principtes of Bitt 9 are sound and provide an

important foundation; however, the Bitt requires a significant change before it becomes

Iaw.

The introduction of a standardized code of conduct and the proposed integrity

commissioner reforms are positive and necessary steps forward. However, based on more

than four decades of experience in municipaL pol,itics, I betieve the Bitt's greatest ftaw lies in

its mechanism for removing counciltors in serious cases of misconduct. Requiring [oca[

councits to participate in the removal of a peer, particutarty through unanimous agreement,

pl,aces councits in an inappropriate and untenabte position. On matters of serious

contention, unanimity is rarety achievabl,e, rendering the mechanism effectivety futil.e. This

approach undermines both fairness and pubtic confidence and faits to provide

municipatities with a meaningfut abitity to act in extreme cases.

ln circumstances of this magnitude, decisions shoutd not rest with a councit. lnstead, such

matters shoutd be heard and ruted upon by an independent, non-partisan authority,

removed from Local, pol.itical, dynamics and capabLe of making impartiat determinations in

the pu bl,ic's interest.

lf the provincial, government intends to maintain municipaI councits' responsibitity for

adjudicating such decisions, the threshol,d for action must be revised. A two-thirds

majority, or a simpte majority of council, exctudingthe subject member, woutd provide a

more reasonabte, fair, and workabte standard.



This is a time-sensitive issue, and the need for action is becoming more urgent as
municipatities continue to encounter situations they are powerl.ess to address. Without
meaningfuI change, the current conditions and lack of adequate protection wil,l. have a

chitting effect on those considering pubtic office at the municipaL l.evet. Capabte,
community-minded individuats may be discouraged from seeking etection if there is no
effective independent mechanism to address extreme misconduct, protect the integrity of
counciI and the wetl,-being of the community.

I am copying this letter to mayors and councits across Ontario in the hope that they witl,

atso raise their voices on this matter before the Legistation is finatized, to ensure this
serious ftaw is addressed in what is otherwise an important and necessary piece of
tegistation for the Province of Ontario and its municipatities for tne 2026-2030 councit term
of office.

Thank you for your consideration. I woutd wetcome the opportunity to discuss these
concerns and possibl.e paths forward at your convenience.

Sincerety,

Mike Bradl,ey

Mayor, City of Sarnia

Cc The Honourabte Rob Ftack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
John Fraser, MPR lnterim Leader, Ontario LiberaI Party
Marit Stil.es, MPR Leader of the OfficiatOpposition, Ontario NDp party
Bob Bail.ey, MPP for Sarnia-Lambton
Association of Municipal,ities of Ontario (AMO)
Mayor and CounciI for municipatities across Ontario
Sarnia City Councit
Lambton County CounciI
City of Sarnia Senior Management

255 Christino St N
Sornio ON NZT 7N2

P: 519-332-0330ext. 3312 F: 519-332-3995 moyor@sornio.co www.sornto.co





Retail and Office Tenants Overpay  
While Others Get a Pass 

Ontario’s outdated assessed values are putting jobs and local 
businesses at risk. Retail and office tenants are taxed based on 
inflated values, while other businesses get a pass—leaving everyday 
residents to make up the difference through higher prices.

It’s time to reassess and restore fairness.

of all jobs 
in Ontario
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-100%
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Ontario’s Tax Freeze:  
Costing Jobs, Raising Prices

Who’s Bearing the Hidden Consumer Tariff in Ontario?

Property Taxes Out of Sync with Reality  

Ontario’s property tax system is out of sync with market 
reality. Retail and office properties have declined in value, 
yet remain overtaxed, while other businesses—whose 
values have tripled—are undertaxed.

Without reassessment, struggling retail and office sectors 
face rising costs, lower occupancy, and mounting pressure. 

The Only Province Without 
Reassessment Since the Pandemic  

Ontario is the only province that hasn’t 
reassessed property values since the pandemic. 
As of January 1st 2025, Ontario taxes were 
based on values that are 108 months in the past, 
while in the rest of Canada assessed values are 
6-24 months in the past. 

Regular reassessments give businesses the 
stability to plan and invest. Without it, struggling 
sectors like retail and office face uncertainty and 
discouraging costs. 

It’s Time to Reassess and Restore Fairness
Reassess Ontario’s Properties:  
Support Local Jobs and Economic Balance

Learn more at ryan.com

Unfair property tax policies are placing a hidden tariff 
on consumers, driving up the cost of goods and putting 
immense pressure on small businesses. Local retailers, 
the backbone of our communities, are overtaxed, 
threatening jobs and economic stability across Ontario.

How out of date are Ontario assessments?

Local Businesses, Unfairly Taxed  

Unfair taxation is placing a hidden burden on local 
communities across Ontario. Independent businesses 
are overtaxed, driving up prices for consumers and 
putting jobs and livelihoods at risk. Residents are paying 
the price while trying to support their local retailers.

Residents want to support local businesses but are 
facing higher prices due to an outdated tax system that 
favors large properties. This province-wide issue is 
putting undue pressure on communities and demands 
immediate action. 
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We kindly request that that Council call on the Government of Ontario to promptly move to
update property assessments in the Province.

The following resolution has been drafted for Council’s consideration at its next meeting:

 WHEREAS a well-functioning and up-to-date assessment system supports strong
communities and makes the province an attractive place to invest; and

 WHEREAS property assessments in Ontario have not been updated in over a decade,
making them the most outdated in Canada, while provinces such as Alberta and British
Columbia update assessments annually to reflect current market conditions; and

 WHEREAS the prolonged pause in the reassessment cycle has created significant
distortions in assessed values, resulting in inequities among property classes; and

 WHEREAS outdated assessments negatively impact investment decisions, economic
competitiveness, municipal planning, and disproportionately aƯect independent small
businesses; and

 WHEREAS reassessments are designed to be revenue neutral for the municipality,
ensure fairness in taxation, maintain public confidence in the property tax system, and
support long-term municipal financial planning; and

 WHEREAS a coalition of municipalities, chambers of commerce, tourism
organizations, small businesses, and major property owners have called upon the
Government of Ontario to update property assessments;

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of [Name of Municipality] hereby
calls upon the Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Finance to direct the Municipal
Property Assessment Corporation to promptly resume the regular property assessment
cycle; and

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister
of Finance; the Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal AƯairs and Housing; the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario; and the Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation for their consideration and timely action.



 

 

Town of Saugeen Shores 
600 Tomlinson Drive, P.O. Box 820  

Port Elgin, ON N0H 2C0 

T 519.832.2008    •    F 519.832.2140    •    @SaugeenShoresON    •    saugeenshores.ca 
 

March 23, 2026 

 
SENT VIA EMAIL 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
premier@ontario.ca 
 
The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy 
Minister of Finance 
minister.fin@ontario.ca 
 
The Honourable Graham McGregor, MPP 
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
graham.mcgregor@pc.ola.org 
 
RE: Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) Proposal to include $10M per year in the 
2026 provincial budget for Heritage Helping Housing (HHH) grant funding 

At the March 23, 2026, Regular Council meeting for the Town of Saugeen Shores, the 
attached motion was passed endorsing the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) Proposal 
to include $10M per year in the 2026 provincial budget for Heritage Helping Housing (HHH) grant 
funding. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Hailey Leigh-Mossley 
Deputy Clerk 
Encl. 

cc. MPP Lisa Thompson  
      All Ontario Municipalities  
 



THE CORPORATION OF THE  

TOWN OF SAUGEEN SHORES  

   
 

 
MOVED BY:  C. Grace________________    RESOLUTION NO: _096-2026_ 
  
SECONDED BY:   M. Myatt_________          DATE:  __March 23, 2026_____ 
 

Whereas older buildings have inherent sustainability and provide economic, environmental and 
social benefits for Ontario communities; and, 

Whereas re-use of existing buildings reduces the need for increased infrastructure that 
accompanies new builds such as sewer and water services, new roads and sidewalks; and, 

Whereas re-use of existing building can reduce construction waste and extend the life 
expectancy of landfills; and, 

Whereas keeping older buildings helps a community remain visually richer and enhances 
identity while building its tourism brand and appeal; and, 

Whereas creating a new, application-based, matching grant program of $10M/year, modelled on 
an existing Alberta program would incentivize owners and smaller developers to keep, fix and 
reuse heritage buildings to create new housing; and, 

Whereas such a grant program would provide an alternative to the Ontario heritage property tax 
relief program, which has limited impact on developers and reduces municipal revenues; and, 

Whereas such a grant program would provide a simpler and more direct way for heritage 
building owners to fund renovations or conservation; and, 

Whereas Ontario developers surveyed by the National Trust for Canada in 2014 ranked a 
heritage-revolving fund as their top incentive to encourage heritage development if: 

• the grants are simple to apply for and to administer; and, 

• the fund is large enough to meet at least 33% of the demand so that applicants have a 
reasonable chance of recovering the cost and effort of applying. 

Therefore, be it Resolved That the Council of the Town of Saugeen Shores endorse the 
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) Proposal to include $10M per year in the 2026 
provincial budget for Heritage Helping Housing (HHH) grant funding, and that this resolution be 
sent to the Premier, Minister of Finance, Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, and MPP 
Lisa Thompson,  and be circulated to all municipalities in Ontario. 

 Carried 
 Carried, as amended 
 Defeated 
 Deferred 
 Referred 
 Tabled 
 Withdrawn                            __________________________________________ 

Mayor 





 

  

Box 8100 Boite 8100 

Montréal, Québec Canada Montréal, Québec/Canada 

H3C 3N4 H3C 3N4 

 

March 26, 2026 

RE: CN RIGHT-OF-WAY VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

Dear Mayor, 

At CN, we are committed to operating a safe and efficient railway while fostering trust and 
collaboration with the communities we serve. As part of this commitment, we are reaching 
out to inform you of our upcoming vegetation management activities in your area, 
scheduled to take place between April and October 2026. You can find a regularly updated 
schedule at www.cn.ca/vegetation. 

Vegetation management is a crucial component of railway safety and regulatory compliance. In 
accordance with Transport Canada’s requirements, our program mitigates potential risks to 
railway operations. By proactively managing vegetation, we enhance safety for both rail 
operations and the surrounding communities. 

Management Strategies 

CN manages vegetation using both chemical and mechanical methods to ensure regulatory 
compliance and maintain safe railway operations. We are sensitive to concerns your community 
may have regarding chemical vegetation management and at CN, we strive to safeguard our 
neighbouring communities and the environment.  

The track infrastructure is composed of two main sections, the 24-foot ballast section (which is 
primarily gravel and supports the track structure) and the right-of-way portion (which is the area 
outside of the ballast section to the CN property boundary). 

The 24-foot ballast section and the areas around signals and communications equipment that are 
critical for safe railway operations will be managed using chemical methods. Application in these 
safety critical areas is done by spray trucks or spray trains with downcast nozzles that spray a short 
distance above the ground surface with shrouded booms, specially designed to limit the chemicals 
from drifting. The right-of-way section is maintained using mechanical control methods such as 
mowing, or brush cutting and may be chemically treated to control noxious or invasive weeds or 
brush in localized areas. 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

CN has retained professional contractors qualified to undertake this work. They are required to 
follow all laws and regulations that apply to CN. In addition, the contractors will ensure that 
vegetation control is performed with consideration of the environment and in accordance with the 
highest industry standards. 

Inquiries 

Should your community have any noxious weed management requests, we ask that you contact 
CN's Public Inquiry Line at contact@cn.ca or fill out the form at www.cn.ca/vegetation before June 
1, 2026 with the specific information and location. CN will make every effort to include those 
locations as part of our 2026 Vegetation Management Program. All notices sent after the above-
mentioned date will be included in the 2027 Vegetation Management Plan. 

We look forward to working with you and answering any questions you may have regarding our 
vegetation control activities in your community.  
Please find attached the notices CN is publishing in local papers to advise the public. We would 
kindly ask that you post copies on your community’s website and at City Hall or other central 
locations for a wider distribution.  

For any questions or more information, please contact the CN Public Inquiry Line by telephone at 
1-888-888-5909, or by email at contact@cn.ca.  

Please also find a list of FAQs regarding the program that may be of further assistance at 
www.cn.ca/vegetation.  
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ANNUAL VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
Each year, CN is required to manage vegetation on its right-of-way. Managing 
this vegetation contributes to mitigating fire risks and enhances the efficiency of 
inspection of track infrastructure. 

The spray program is not being done for aesthetic reasons.

To ensure safe railway operations, CN will conduct its annual spray program on its rail 
lines in the province of Ontario. A certified professional (Davey Tree Expert Company 
of Canada, Ltd., 1-800-465-6367) will apply herbicides on and around the railway 
tracks (primarily along the 24-foot graveled area/ballast). Product requirements 
for setbacks in the vicinity of dwellings, aquatic environments and municipal water 
supplies will be met.  

CN may use the following products: 

CN only uses herbicides that have been approved for use in Canada and in  
the province within which they are applied. The program is expected to take  
place from April to October 2026. 

All CN land is private property, accessible to CN employees and approved 
contractors only.

Visit www.cn.ca/vegetation for more information or to make an inquiry,  
contact the CN Public Inquiry Line at contact@cn.ca or 1-888-888-5909.

Product Name Active Ingredient Pest Control  
Product Act #

Arsenal Powerline Imazapyr 30203

Aspect Picloram, 2,4-D 31641

Clearview Aminopyralid,  
Metsulfuron-Methyl

29752

Credit Xtreme Glyphosate 29888

Detail Salflufenacil 32773

Esplanade Indaziflam 31333

Garlon RTU Triclopyr 29334

Garlon XRT Triclopyr 28945 

Gateway (Adjuvant) Paraffinic Oil 31470

Hasten (Adjuvant) Methyl & ethyl oleate 31760 

Milestone NXT Aminopyralid 28517

Navius Flex Aminocylclopyrachlor, 
Metsulfuron-Methyl 

30922

Overdrive Diflufenzopyr,  
Dicamba

30065

Telar XP Chlorsulfuron 30036 

Torpedo EZ Flumioxazin,  
Pyroxasulfone 

33872 

Vision Max Glyphosate 27736



Box 608, Little Current, P0P 1K0
705-368-3500

Please see below a Resolution passed by the Council of Northeastern Maniotulin and the Islands.

If your Council supports this motion please share with the appropriate Ministries and Organizations.

Thank You

Resolution No. 75-03-2026
Moved by: B. Wood
Seconded by: P. Aelick
Whereas the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands, like many municipalities, utilizes
chip-and-tar surface treatment on a significant portion of its road network; and

Whereas the Town has observed a substantial decrease in the length of time these treated roads
remain in acceptable condition; and

Whereas the quality and durability of the oil used in the surface treatment appears to be a
contributing factor; and

Whereas the Ministry of the Environment amended its regulations several years ago, permitting only
lighter-grade oils for environmental considerations; and

Whereas the reduced durability of the lighter-grade product has resulted in more frequent
resurfacing cycles and has consequently led to increasing maintenance costs;

Now therefore be it resolved that the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
respectfully requests that the Ministry of the Environment reconsider its decision regarding the
lighter grade of oil, taking into account the increased number of applications required, as well as the
associated additional time, energy, and financial burden placed on municipalities or develops a
better alternative oil.

And Further that this motion be forwarded to the Ministry of Environment, AMO, Good Roads,
FONOM, MPP Bill Rosenburg, and all other municipalities.

Carried
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